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Dr Soumya Swaminathan, initially a paediatrician
from India and globally recognized for her research
on tuberculosis and HIV, brings with her over 30
years’ experience in not only clinical care and
research but also leadership. Her career has been
centred around bringing science and evidence-based
practice into health policy making. Dr Soumya comes
with a wealth of accolades including publishing over
350 peer-reviewed publications and book chapters,
elected Foreign Fellow of the US National Academy of
Medicine and three science academies in India. We
will be talking to her about how she came to be the
first Chief Scientist at the World Health Organization
and what advice she would give to the future leaders
of nursing and midwifery around the world.   
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