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NEW DATA AND EVIDENCE ON NURSING



The current (2018) nursing 
workforce is 27.9 million 

There is a shortage of 5.9M 
nurses. 

89% of the shortage (5.3M) is in 
low and lower-middle income 
countries 

80% of the world’s nurses are 
found in countries that account 
for 50% of the world’s 
population
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Regulations on Education, Practice, and Working Environment 



Nursing Leadership and Governance



APPLICATION TO POLICY DIALOGUE   
State of the World’s Nursing 2020 report 



1 Catalyze investment to educate and employ at least 5.9M new nurses

2 Strengthen capacity for nursing data collection, analysis and use.

3 Monitor and manage nurse mobility and migration

4 Increase education and training programme capacity, faculty, diversity 

5 Establish nursing leadership positions and development programmes 

6 Optimize the contributions of nurses in all practice settings 

7 Advance the Decent Work Agenda to improve working conditions

8 Plan for gender-sensitive workforce policies 

9 Modernize professional nursing regulation

10 Institutionalize intersectoral collaboration



National Data:  SoWN country profile



Leveraging SoWN for Policy Dialogue

• The use of evidence within a policy dialogue ensures that the 

outcomes agreed to are based on objective information rather than 

subjective values or political positions

• Evidence helps ensure that investment is appropriately directed 

towards areas of need, proven interventions, and priority policy 

areas to address identified problems

• SOWN brings together research and programme evidence

– an overview of the contemporary research evidence

– a global and regional aggregation of the nursing health 

workforce data

– profiles of each country’s nursing workforce data

• The evidence can empower nurses and midwives to make 

representation on behalf of their professions from an evidence-

informed perspective 

• SoWN policy dialogue support:  information at 0950 and 1750 today



EVIDENCE ON MIDWIFERY



Midwifery 
care could 
avert more 
than 80% 
of all 
maternal 
deaths, 
stillbirths 
and 
neonatal 
deaths 

Source: Derived from: Renfrew et al. Lancet Series on Midwifery. 2014



Midwife-led continuity of care: profound impact 
on provision, experience and outcomes 

Source: Sandall J, Soltani H, Gates S, Shennan A, Devane D. Midwife-led continuity models versus other models of care for 

childbearing women. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews 2016 , Issue 4 . Art. No.: CD004667.



Seven-step Action Plan to 
strengthen quality midwifery education 
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The State of the World’s Midwifery 2021 
(in process)

• Updated evidence base  

• Analysis of progress and challenges to 
effective coverage and quality midwifery 
services

• Data reported via ICM Map Survey and WHO 
National Health Workforce Accounts (NHWA)

• All countries included 

• Global report with country profiles 

• Launch planned for 2021



THANK YOU.

who.int/hrh

#workforce2030


