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Urgently prioritise ready access to 

sufficient quantity of high-quality 

and appropriate personal 

protective equipment (PPE) for 

nurses and other healthcare 

workers

1 Ensure the financial protection 

and compensation of nurses

Demonstrate public support 

and recognise the value of 

nurses to society

Ensure all nurses have 

appropriate evidence-based 

infection prevention and control 

training and the latest COVID-19-

specific guidance and training

Protect the health and wellbeing 

of nurses and other healthcare 

workers

Rapidly implement/scale-up 

comprehensive surveillance 

systems to track and investigate 

healthcare worker infection

Provide a safe and effective 

Registration and Regulatory 

response when rapidly expanding 

the nursing workforce

Ensure a safe and effective 

deployment of nursing staff to 

areas of high demand and high 

complexity as the need arises

Encourage, develop and support 

new models of care and 

innovation

Capitalise on nursing 

leadership

Develop and implement a 

comprehensive, coordinated 

COVID-19 public health 

strategy with active 

engagement of nurses 

Learn from the COVID-19 

pandemic to be prepared for 

the future
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ICN’s analysis 

• HCW infection rates vary 
significant ranging from 1% to 
30%.

• On average 7% of all COVID-19 
cases are among HCWs .

• Globally there could be in 
excess of 500,000 HCWs 
infections. 

• Nurses are commonly the 
occupational group with the 
highest number of infections.
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As of 3 June 2020, at least 600 nurses have died 
from COVID-19.

Notably high numbers in Brazil, the US, Mexico, 
and the UK

With 500,000 estimated HCW  infections, the 
number of HCW deaths will be in the 000’s. 
Higher incidence amongst BAME staff.

There is no systematic or standarised reporting 
of HCW infections, deaths or COVID19 related 
assaults and even suspected non-cooperation 
with reporting i.e. Nursing Notes UK

Source: Majorca Daily (23 rd April, 
2020



ICN Board meeting – 12 May 2020
with WHO DG Dr Tedros and CNO E. Iro
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