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 Early stages of  BFHI  in China  

 

Baby Friendly Hospital reassessment 

 

     Challenges 

  Major  achievements 
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 The Law of Maternal and Infant Health Care (1995) and its 
implementation methods (2001) 

    The National Programme of Action for Women and Children 

    Strengthen health service system 
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Maternal hospital 
delivery rate has 

reached more than 99% 

Announced the elimination 
of maternal and neonatal 
tetanus in 2012 by WHO 

certification 

Achieve MDGs of MMR,IMR 
and U5MR of 20.1 per 100 
thousand, 8.1 and 10.7 per 

thousand respectively in 2015. 
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1991 1992 1999 

BFHI was launched in China. 
A National Technical Support 
Committee on breastfeeding 
was organized 

21 state-own hospitals 
became the first batch of 
baby friendly hospitals 

7,329 facilities have been 
titled as baby-friendly 
hospitals in China 
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 Chinese government continued strengthening the administration of BFHs. 

 The National Programme of Action for Children (2011-2020) demand to raise the 

national rate of exclusive breastfeeding below 6 months  to 50% by 2020.  

 The health ministry conducts advocacy activities on World Breastfeeding Week and 

other related activities every year, in order to strengthen BFH administration and 

advocate  breastfeeding. 
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Specific 
adaptations 

BFHI is linked 
with the routine 
management of 

hospitals. 

CODE implementation, 
beastfeeding rate and 

natural delivery rate are 
key indicators of BFHI. 

Building baby 
friendly hospitals 

in children’s 
hospitals 

Un-informed 
visits to baby 

friendly 
hospitals. 

Setting up 
breastfeeding 

counselling hotline in 
baby-friendly hospitals. 

Social 
advocacy on 

BFHI.  
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 By the end of 2015, a total of 7,036 hospitals were certified as BFHs. 

 At national level 66% of births delivered in BFHs, 92% of the infants 

were exclusively breastfed during stay in hospitals. BFHI highly 

supported the enhance of the obstetric and paediatric services quality.  

 People’s awareness of breastfeeding is increased.  

 

Results 
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