
 
 

 CONSULTANCY 

 

Terms of Reference 
 

 

 
The consultancy is ordered by: 

 
Unit: Food and Nutrition Actions in Health Systems Unit (AHS) 
Department: Nutrition and Food Safety (NFS) 

 
1. Background 
A key priority of the World Health Organization (WHO) is to protect, promote, and support breastfeeding 
globally through policy guidance and technical assistance to countries.  The Department of Nutrition and Food 
Safety (NFS) is engaged in a number of projects to advance work in this area. 
 
Building upon the WHO Global Strategy on Infant and Young Child Feeding as well as key priorities of the 
Global Breastfeeding Collective, the Food and Nutrition Actions in Health Systems (AHS) Unit of NFS is currently 
prioritizing projects on: 
 
• The International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes.  WHO works in collaboration with 

external partner organizations to support countries in the adoption, implementation, monitoring, and 
enforcement of the Code.  Guidance on interpretation of Code provisions, advocacy tools, and technical 
assistance are all needed. 

• Implementation of the Ten Steps to Successful Breastfeeding.  New guidance released in 2018 proposed 
new directions for the Baby-friendly Hospital Initiative to scale-up the adoption of the Ten Steps to all 
facilities and to ensure sustainability of the policies and practices. 

• Provision of breastfeeding counselling to all pregnant and postpartum women.  Based on new guidelines 
published in 2018, implementation guidance, advocacy materials, toolkits, and monitoring indicators are 
all needed. 

• Guidelines on complementary feeding.  WHO is developing new guidelines on appropriate feeding of 
infants and young children 6-23 months of age to ensure healthy growth and development. 

 
2. Work to be performed 
The Consultant, Infant and Young Child Feeding, in close collaboration with technical staff from the AHS 
Unit/NFS Department will: 
• Assist in the preparation of systematic reviews and nutrient models to drive decision-making by the 

Guideline Development Group on complementary feeding of infants and young children 6-23 months of 
age 

• Revise the Model Chapter on Breastfeeding for medical textbooks in collaboration with others 
• Develop internal monitoring tools for maternity facilities on the implementation of the Ten Steps to 

Successful Breastfeeding 
• Support the work of the Expert Panel on Breastfeeding Counselling in completing an implementation 

guidance document 
• Develop policy briefs/information notes on key issues related to the Code of Marketing of Breast-milk 

Substitutes 
• Support revision of the online course on the Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes 
• Provide technical assistance to countries on infant and young child feeding issues as requested. 
 
 
 



 
3. Technical Supervision 
The selected Consultant will work on the supervision of: 

 

Responsible Officer: Laurence Grummer-Strawn Email: grummerstrawnl@who.int 
Manager: Francesco Branca Email: brancaf@who.int 

 
4. Timelines 
Start date: 01/08/2020 End date: 28/02/2021 

 
Initially for six months with possibility of extension 
 

5. Work effort 
 

6 Months 
(Please note that one month = 20 days) 

□ And  
 

0 Days 

 

Corresponds to a Full-Time Equivalent of: 100 % 
(100% equals 40 hours a week – 4 weeks a month) 

6. Specific requirements 

Qualifications required: 
▪ Essential: Advanced university degree in epidemiology, nutrition and dietetics, maternal and child 

health, or health-related area.  
▪ Desirable: Post-graduate training in epidemiology, nursing, lactation management, public health, or 

clinical nutrition a plus. 
 

Experience required: 
▪ Essential: At least 7 years of experience in health sciences or public health. 
▪ Desirable: Specific experience in breastfeeding programme delivery or patient care. 

 
Language requirements: 

Excellent knowledge of English and an additional WHO official language. 
 

7. Place of assignment 
Work for this consultancy may be completed remotely, although future extensions may require 
relocation to Geneva, Switzerland 

 
9. Remuneration 

USD 7,500-9,000 per month depending on qualifications 
 

Interested parties should prepare their CV in WHO format here: 
https://careers.who.int/careersection/ex/jobsearch.ftl then download the CV in PDF format and submit it to 
nutrition@who.int with a short cover letter by 24 July 2020. Please include “CONSULTANT INFATN AND YOUNG 
CHILD FEEDING” in the subject matter of your email application. 

 

Additional information: 
• Only candidates under serious consideration will be contacted. 
• This vacancy notice may be used to fill other similar positions at the same grade level. 
• WHO is committed to workforce diversity. Applications from women and from nationals of non and 

underrepresented Member States are particularly encouraged. 
• WHO has a smoke‐free environment and does not recruit smokers or users of any form of tobacco. 
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