Implementing WHA78.10 (2025):
From evidence to action - strengthening the impact
of WHO norms and standards
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Session objectives

* Recall the key provisions of WHA Resolution 78.10

* OQOutline the development process and timeline for the consultative process of the
Global Framework and Action Plan

* Provide guidance to Member States on how to share their inputs to the Framework
and Action Plan

* Collect Member States’ perspectives, comments and questions to inform the
development process and first drafts
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The mandate: WHA78.10

In May 2025, the 78™ World Health Assembly

adopted Resolution 78.10 on

“Strengthening national capacities in evidence-

based decision-making for the uptake and impact

of norms and standards”

health outcomes.
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Supports Member States in translating
evidence and WHO norms and standards into
effective policies, programmes and improved

Calls for stronger national systems and
capacities to generate, adapt, implement and
use evidence in decision-making, including
the contextualization of WHO guidance.
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Agenda item 13.3 WHAYE.10
27 May 2025

Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly

Strengthening national capacities in evidence-based
decision-making for the uptake and impact of
norms and standards

The Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly,
Having considered the report by the Director-General;?

Recalling the collective commitment to achieve universal health coverage and the role of
evidence, knowledge and innovation in prometing quality of care, improving financial protection
and driving positive outcomes;

Recognizing WHO's unique status as a science- and evidence-based organization and its
normative leadership, as outlined in its Constitution and in the Fourteenth General Programme of
Waork, 2025-2028, with its renewed focus on country-level impact including through timely
delivery, expanded access to and uptake of WHO's normative, technical and data products;

Recalling the experiences encountered during the pandemic of coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) and the need for robust and timely clinical and public health guidance that is relevant
to context and responsive to local needs and equity considerations;

Recognizing scientific evidence as an important basis for the development of clinical and
public health guidance; and recognizing also the value of science and high-quality evidence in
ensuring that complex information is synthesized and available in accessible formats for end-users
to guide practice and improve health outcomes;

Concerned that there are significant gaps, including inadequate resources, in the capacity of
countries to produce and use relevant local and global evidence in developing new clinical and
public health guidelines or in adapting existing guidelines with proper feedback systems to
measure the cost-effectiveness and gquality of clinical care, public health guidance and pelicy and
their impact on population health and well-being;

Recalling the Constitution of the World Health Organization, resolution WHA75.8 (2022) on
strengthening clinical trials to provide high-guality evidence on health interventions and to

WHA78.10 (2005)



https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R10-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R10-en.pdf
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Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly

Strengthening national capacities in evidence-based
decision-making for the uptake and impact of
norms and standards

The Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly,

ing considered the report by the Director-General;!

titution of the World Health Organization, resolution WHA75.8 (2022) on
strengtheni als to provide high-quality evidence on health interventions and to

WHA78.10 (2005)

The Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly [...]

requests the Director-General |[...]

to develop, within existing resources, in close consultation with
Member States and with inputs from relevant stakeholders,
inline with the Framework of Engagement with Non-State
Actors, as applicable, a global framework on uptake and
impact of norms and standards and a global plan of action for
the implementation of the framework in 2027; |[...]

to report on progress made in the implementation of this
resolution to the Eightieth, Eighty-second and Eighty-fourth
World Health Assemblies in 2027, 2029 and 2031.
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https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R10-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R10-en.pdf

Requested documents by WHA78.10: general structure

The Framework defines the strategic direction; the Action Plan translates it into implementation

w# Global Framework

s

Strategic direction: why and what

)
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Provides high-level purpose

Establishes the overall purpose and context

Defines guiding principles

Defines guiding principles and key components

Sets strategic priorities

Set strategic priorities or domains

Ensure alignment

Aligns with existing WHO initiatives & mandates
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translated
into

Global Action Plan

Implementation: how

eRe
@

Defines priority actions
Defines key activities, deliverables and
interventions required

Clarifies roles and governance
Clarifies roles, responsibilities and
governance arrangements

Supports implementation
Supports implementation global, across
regions and countries

Establishes monitoring and learning
Established mechanisms to track progress,
uptake, institutionalization and impact
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WHO Secretariat

Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus

Director-General

Development coordinated by

Science for Health Department Dr Sylvie Briand

Chief Scientist
in close collaboration with

WHO Headquarters e Regional Offices e Country Offices

Dr Meg Doherty

Director, Science for
Health
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Co-developing the global framework and plan of action

PREPARATION & SCOPING CO-DEVELOPMENT & CONSOLIDATION VALIDATION & FINALIZATION

MAY - JUL 2026 AUG 2026 - JUN 2027 JUL - DEC 2027 Progress

| | reports:
‘ ‘ ‘ a WHA82
EVIDENCE CONSULTATION &

@ WHO internal alignment GENERATION DRAFTING

and scoping

WHA84
WHO review and quality

assurance

Governance and advisory
) group established

baseline assessment ewiliinss ity —Ep 2006 2nd global consultation for

e-0
Mapping and Q Develop framework and GAP
Q validation

Regional consultations
(Aug — Oct 2026)

. e
Q Evidence synthesis &()
Q Scoping and baseline and analysis @ 1% global consultation

Finalize framework and

b ) e <&

assessment initiated (Dec 2026) global action plan
Fountry and regional Q Refine Framework and
Member State information Inputs ellelal Aeimen P 26 =27 Implementation launch
@ session (JuIy 2026) Q Progress report to WHA80 M
(Feb 2027)

=
[e-] Additional funding support is sought to ensure a comprehensive, inclusive, and rigorous development process. 10



Guiding principles

20 15 % ik @

Country-led and Evidence-informed and  Transparent and Coordinated across Focused on
inclusive context-sensitive iterative HQ, Regional & implementation
Country Offices and impact

OUR GOAL: A practical, implementable Framework and Action Plan that

accelerate uptake, implementation and impact of WHO norms and standards
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How Member States can engage

Through (virtual) global or regional consultations as well as request for written inputs, allowing for continuous refinement of the drafts

PREPARATION & SCOPING CO-DEVELOPMENT & CONSOLIDATION VALIDATION & FINALIZATION
MAY — JUL 2026 AUG 2026 — JUN 2027 JUL — DEC 2027 Progress
| | | reports:
O O ’é WHAS2
&
EVIDENCE 7\ CONSULTATION & WHAS84
@ WHO internal alignment GENERATION &J DRAFTING WHO review and quality
and scoping assurance

Q Develop framework and GAP

Mapping and outlines (Aug — Sep 2026)

Governance and advisory baseline assessment

(N group established

2"d global consultation for

Regional consultations validation

(Aug — Oct 2026)

o

Q Evidence synthesis { s‘
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Scoping and baseline and analysis 1%t global consultation Finalize framework and
Q assessment initiated (Dec 2026) global action plan
Country and regional Q Refine Framework and
1 Member State information TP (Eifalzr] sition Plein (F28 =27 Implementation launch
T session (July 2026) Q Progress report to WHA80 M

(Feb 2027)
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Regional Consultations

* Launch regional consultations through a high-level ministerial side event at the AFRO Regional Committee.

* Consultations may be conducted alongside Regional Committee meetings or as standalone events.

 WHO Secretariat is preparing a briefing note outlining key principles and guiding questions to support consultations.

Co-creation Regional Committee for Africa (AFRO) 24 —28 Aug 2026
Engage Member States early

through consultations Regional Committee for South-East Asia (SEARO) 7—10Sep 2026
Gather early input Regional Committee for the Americas (PAHO) 28 Sep—2 Oct 2026
Collect perspectives on priorities,

principles and key questions Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean (EMRO) 13 —15 Oct 2026
Inform Regional Committee for the Western Pacific (WPRO) 19 —23 Oct 2026

Inform the development of the
Global Framework and Action Plan Regional Committee for Europe (EURO) 27 —29 Oct 2026

14


https://www.who.int/about/governance

Example questions to be discussed throughout the consultations

Relevance and priorities

Where do you see the greatest gaps between WHO guidance and
actual implementation in your context?

What should be the top priorities or features of this global framework
and action plan to ensure it is useful and actionable for your country?

Current practices = Existing systems Vision

Where can WHO add What systems or What tangible

the greatest value in mechanisms exist in your changes would you

strengthening the country for evidence-to- expect to see at

“norms-to-impact” policy translation (e.g., country level

pathway? guideline adaptation, HTA, because of this
advisory bodies)? framework over the
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Questions
Reflections

Comments
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Thank you

For any questions, concerns or additional comments, please contact:

Meg Doherty

Director, Science for Health Department
Science Division

World Health Organization
dohertym@who.int
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