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The daily reported COVID-19 cases and deaths decreased further this week to 1 100 cases and 2 deaths compared
to 1 535 cases and 9 deaths the previous week.

The country continues to make progress in the utilization of public health facilities for out and in patient services.

Over 5.3 million outpatient services were offered during July 2022 which is 2.4 times higher compared to July 2020
and a 15% increase for in-patients in the same period.

Full primary dose COVID-19 vaccination is now at 71.1% of total population. A vaccine effectiveness study is
underway to better understand the immunity provided by these vaccines.
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Global & Regional Situation

Globally, as of 21 August 2022, 592 843 085 confirmed cases of COVID-19, including 6 445 866 deaths reported to
WHO through national authorities.

Most of the cases have been reported from the USA, with 92 108 785 cases and 1 028 619 deaths, followed by
India with 44 339 429 cases and the third-highest death count of 527 332. Brazil reported the third-highest case
of 34 223 207 and the second-highest death of 682 010.

The figures below show the COVID-19 weekly new cases by WHO regions as of 21 August 2022.
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Source: World Health Organization as of 21 August 2022

The number of new weekly cases has decreased by 15.0% compared to the previous week. During this week (15 -
21 August 2022), over 4.9 million cases were reported. The number of new weekly deaths also decreased, with over
12.1 thousand fatalities reported.

In WHO South-East Asia Region, 137 350 new cases and 686 new deaths were reported during the reporting week.
Bhutan (119 new cases) and Maldives (99 new cases) reported an increase in new cases.

The figures below show the 7DMA of COVID-19 cases per 100 000 population in the recent 3 weeks.
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Bangladesh Situation:

1. Surveillance & Laboratory

e Between 8 March 2020 and 21 August 2022, 2 009 970 COVID-19 cases were confirmed by RT-PCR, GeneXpert, and
Rapid Antigen tests, including 29 315 related deaths (CFR 1.46%).

e In the past week (epidemiological week 33, 2022), Bangladesh reported 1 100 new cases, while 1 535 cases were
reported in the week before; the case rate per 100 000 population per week is 0.6. The country reported two new

deaths in the reporting week.

The graph below shows the daily Cases and Deaths of COVID-19 as of 10 JUL - 21 AUG 2022.

I Daily Cases mmm Daily Deaths eeeceee 7DMA (Daily Cases) +eeee++ 7DMA (Daily Deaths)

2000 40
1500 % 30
%] .-
3 *
© e ]
g\ R Source: COVID-19 Dashboard, SEARO, WHO as of 21 August 2022 %
= ®e .e . [
= 1000 - ..... 20 a
B
.. s
500 hl | | |I IIII.""”..... 10
. II IIIIIIII II“IIIIII sl
10 Jul 17 Jul 24 Jul 31 Jul 07 Aug 14 Aug 21 Aug

Source: COVID-19 Press Release, DGHS, MoHFW as of 21 August 2022
e The weekly new test is 27 567 (daily average: 3 938), a 17.2% decrease compared to the previous week; the test
rate per 100 000 per week is 16.2; the weekly average test positivity rate (TPR) decreased to 4.0%, from 4.6% in the
previous week. The overall Case Fatality Ratio (CFR) is still at 1.46%.

The graph below shows the Test Positivity Rate (TPR) and Test per 100 000/week by division in the last 3 weeks.
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The following tables show the Epidemiological indicators for the COVID-19 situation in the country by division.

Barishal 208 280 2.1 -26% 0.8% 11.5% -25% 8.7
Chattogram 2450 2790 73 -12% 8.9% 4.5% -43% 223
Dhaka 22 651 26 976 52.6 -16% 82.2% 3.7% -4% 271
Khulna 421 717 2.3 -41% 1.5% 4.3% -47% 234
Mymensingh 379 475 2.9 -20% 1.4% 4.0% -15% 25.3
Rajshahi 756 1237 35 -39% 2.7% 6.9% -18% 14.5
Rangpur 135 194 0.7 -30% 0.5% 0.7% -79% 135.0
Sylhet 567 626 48 -9% 2.1% 7.6% -1% 13.2
National 27 567 33 295 16.2 -17% 100.0% 4.0% -13% 25.1
Division

Barishal 24 43 0.2 -44% 2.2% 53 857 2.7% 0.75
Chattogram 110 220 0.3 -50% 10.0% 296 477 14.8% 0.66
Dhaka 837 1033 1.9 -19% 76.1% 1232 034 61.3% 0.85
Khulna 18 58 0.1 -69% 1.6% 130 514 6.5% 049
Mymensingh 15 22 0.1 -32% 1.4% 44 605 2.2% 0.82
Rajshahi 52 104 0.2 -50% 4.7% 120 515 6.0% 0.65
Rangpur 1 7 0.0 -86% 0.1% 64 808 3.2% 042
Sylhet 43 48 04 -10% 3.9% 67 160 33% 0.91
National 1100 1535 0.6 -28% 100.0% | 2009970 100% 0.80
Barishal 0 0 0.00 0% 0.0% 987 3.4% 1.83%
Chattogram 1 2 0.00 -50% 50.0% 5 891 20.1% 1.99%
Dhaka 1 2 0.00 -50% 50.0% 12 896 44.0% 1.05%
Khulna 0 0 0.00 0% 0.0% 3731 12.7% 2.86%
Mymensingh 0 0 0.00 0% 0.0% 894 3.0% 2.00%
Rajshahi 0 3 0.00 -100% 0.0% 2154 7.3% 1.79%
Rangpur 0 0 0.00 0% 0.0% 1423 4.9% 2.20%
Sylhet 0 2 0.00  -100% 0.0% 1339 4.6% 1.99%
National 2 9 0.000 -78% 100.0% 29 315 100% 1.46%

Source: HEOC & Control Room, MIS, DGHS, MoHFW as of 21 August 2022
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e As of 21 August 2022, according to the DGHS Press Release, 14 704 807 COVID-19 tests (RT-PCR 88.6%,
GeneXpert 0.9%, and Rapid Antigen 10.5%) were conducted in Bangladesh with an overall positivity rate of 13.67%
and 3.76% in the last 24 hours.

e Currently, 880 government or private laboratories/test centres in the country are distributed as RT-PCR 56/161,
GeneXpert 54/57, and Rapid Antigen 545/662, respectively. Sixty-six per cent of all tests since the outbreak have
been done in government facilities.

The maps below show the distribution of COVID-19 TPR, Cases, Case increment, and Deaths as of week 33, 2022.

Weekly Test Positivity . New Cases/100 000/Week

Week 33 (15 - 21 Aug), 2022 . Week 33 (15 - 21 Aug), 2022
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2. Case Management and Infection Prevention & Control

e As of 21 August 2022, 12 984 general beds are dedicated to COVID-19 treatment countrywide, with 1.1%
(148/12 984) occupied. The Sylhet division experienced the overall highest, 3.0% (13/436) general bed occupancy.
Occupied general beds in the country decreased from 152 last week to 148 this week.

e There are 1 200 dedicated ICU beds in the country. The majority of which are in Dhaka city (60.9%) and Chattogram
(5.4%), with an overall countrywide occupancy of 3.3% (39/1 200). The Sylhet division experienced the overall
highest, 13.6% (3/22) ICU bed occupancy. Occupied ICU beds decreased from 43 last week to 39 this week.

The chart below shows the status of bed occupancy in COVID-19 dedicated facilities during the last 4-weeks.
T e ooy | owgmay
21-Aug 14-Aug 7-Aug 31-Jul 21-Aug 14-Aug 7-Aug 31-Jul 21-Aug 14-Aug 7-Aug 31-Jul
General beds 12984 13010 13021 13025 4474 4500 4511 4511 917 917 917 917
Vacant 12836 12858 12814 12710 4399 4429 4417 4357 906 902 899 897
Gen. bed Occupancy -- 1.6% 2.4% 1.7% 1.6% 2.1% 3.4% 1.2% 1.6% 2.0% 2.2%
ICU beds 1200 1203 1208 1196 735 738 743 743 64 64 64 64

Vacant 1161 1160 1135 1128 715 725 718 712 64 64 64 63

ICU bed Occupancy 33% 36% 6.0% 57% 2.7% 1.8% 34% 4.2% --- 1.6%

Source: HEOC & Control Room, MIS, DGHS, MoHFW as of 21 Aug 2022

e During the past week, one male and one female were reported dead from two districts (Gazipur and Cumilla) in the
country.

e Among the deaths, one was not vaccinated and both reported comorbidities with Diabetes and High blood pressure.

3. Essential Health Services

e Utilization of public health facilities in Bangladesh increased by 112.2% in July 2022 for outpatient services compared
to the same month the previous year (i.e., July 2021). More than 5.3 million outpatient (OP) services were offered
during July 2022 at public health facilities, which is 2.4 times higher compared to July 2020 (the first year of
COVID-19).

The chart below shows the status of bed occupancy in COVID-19 dedicated facilities during the last 4-weeks.
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Source: DHIS2, MIS, DGHS; access date 21 August 2022

e An increasing trend is also observed in inpatient services during July 2022. Public health facilities in Bangladesh
provided more than 661 000 Inpatient Services (IP), which is 15% higher than the previous month and 103% higher
compared to the corresponding month of the previous year (i.e., July 2021).

e Inpatient services at public health facilities for non-COVID-19 patients are 2.3 times higher than in July 2020. It is
also observed that IP services surpass the baseline of 2019 during July 2022.
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4. Research

e Hands-on training on data collection has been conducted for the COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness Study. Thirteen
teams comprising of research physicians, research assistants, and laboratory technologists participated in the
training. Experts from the Directorate General of Health Services and WHO conducted the training. Data collection
has been launched in 12 hospitals in all eight divisions of Bangladesh after deploying the trained field staff. Fieldwork
for the study is expected to be completed by December 2022. The study is being implemented by the Research
Wing of the Directorate General of Health Services with technical and financial support from WHO.

5. Vaccination

e Asof21 August 2022, 129 853 247 individuals received their first dose, Full dose
Vaccination

121 044 894 completed their two-dose schedule, and 42 652 423 Week 32 | Week 33
received the COVID-19 booster dose.

>70% 20 20

e More than 76.2% of the total population received the first dose, and
71.1% completed two doses schedule (as per the estimated population 61% - 70% 41 41
of 170 317 077, by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 28 December 2021). 51% - 60% 5 5

e The male and female ratio was 50.0% and 50.0% among the people who
<=50% 0 0

received the first dose and 49.7% and 50.3%, respectively, for the
second dose.

e The COVID-19 vaccination for 5 to 11-year-old children will begin in all city corporations on 25 August 2022.
The table below shows the vaccination status in the country by division as of 21 August 2022

| Division | _____Firstdose | Seconddose | Boosterdose ___

Barishal 6970428  708% 6149243  625% 2126927  216%
Chattogram 25060953  74.6% 23757855  707% 7169839  213%
Dhaka 36936733 85.7% 33366755  774% 12896743  29.9%
Khulna 13793768  744% 12956 602 69.9% 5546518  29.9%
Mymensingh 9244627 711% 8592133  66.1% 2800669 216%
Rajshahi 15871908  72.6% 15316804  70.1% 5214817  23.9%
Rangpur 13575005  72.7% 13005168  69.7% 4345822  233%
Sylhet 8399825  717% 7900334  67.5% 2551088 218%
129853247  76.2% 121044894 71.1% 42652423  25.0%

Source: HEOC & Control Room, MIS, DGHS, MoHFW as of 21 Aug 2022
Useful links for more information:

¢ WHO Bangladesh COVID-19 Situation Reports:
https.//www.who.int/bangladesh/emergencies/coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-update/coronavirus-disease-(covid-2019)-
bangladesh-situation-reports

o WHO Cox's Bazar Situation reports:
https://In2.sync.com/dl/f33b85a60/99r3nuhb-zebna3tg-kundacy3-mvyxqv56

e WHO update on Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic:
https.//www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

e COVID-19 Situation in the WHO South-East Asia Region:
https.//experience.arcgis.com/experience/56d2642cb379485ebf7837 1e744b8c6a

e COVID-19 updates from the Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
Government of The People's Republic of Bangladesh:
https.//dghs.gov.bd/index.php/en/component/content/article?id=5393

¢ Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research (IEDCR):
https.//iedcr.gov.bd/covid-19/covid-19-general-information

Contact: Dr Bardan Jung RANA, WHO Representative to Bangladesh,

Dr Anthony ESHOFONIE, Team Leader — Health Security and Emergencies, WHO-BAN,
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https://dghs.gov.bd/index.php/en/component/content/article?id=5393

