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• Databases to help the Codex Alimentarius and scientific bodies assessing risk, setting 

food safety standards and estimating the burden of foodborne diseases.
• Food consumption data from 36 countries

• More than 8 million analytical results for contaminants and pesticides from Member States 

and private sector

• A network of institutions to share good practices about food chemicals monitoring 

and food consumption survey

• A roster of exposure experts to develop international exposure assessment 

methodologies 

GEMS/Food programme
Sharing data and methods to support scientific advice
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• Individual food consumption data are available from 36 countries: 4 
countries in SEAR (Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Thailand), 

• Detailed level of food categorization (about 500 items)
• Mean, standard deviation, high and low percentiles for consumer 

groups
• All data are integrated in CIFOCOss, the FAO/WHO Chronic Individual 

Food Consumption database – Summary statistics 
(http://apps.who.int/foscollab/

Food consumption data – summary statistics (CIFOCOss)
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Food consumption data – raw individual data (GIFT)
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The GEMS/Food chemical database

Country labels or 
names are not visible 
to the public.  Instead, 
the region is displayed.

The number of 
samples submitted by 
region is displayed.  

The number of 
samples submitted for 
each contaminant is 
displayed.

All data visible on the 
screen are exportable 
as an excel or CSV.
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The GEMS/Food chemical database

lWho can submit data?
–National Institutions: WHO Collaborating Centres, National 

Institutions recognized by WHO and Codex Member States
–Non-state actors: Private sector, consumer's organization, 

university…

lWho can access data?
–Public access to non confidential data by region
–Chairs of CCCF working group can access all data
–JECFA experts involved in dietary exposure assessment can access 

all data
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SEAR Countries contributing to GEMS/Food
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Chemicals reported by SEAR to GEMS/Food
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lWHO developed a distance learning tool (DLT) in collaboration 
with the Chulabhorn Research Institute (Bangkok, Thailand), a 
WHO Collaborating Centre.

lThis DTL should be used by scientists and risk managers to 
analyse the food contamination data submitted to GEMS/Food. 

lA password protected access to the learning tool is available 
upon request to: vergerp@who.int

The GEMS/Food chemical database
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http://www.who.int/foodsafety/databases/en/

Thank you


