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What is the Codex Alimentarius?

The Codex Alimentarius or “Food Code”
Is a collection of standards, guidelines
and codes of practice adopted by the

Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC)
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Why the Codex Alimentarius?

The Codex food standards and related texts aim at:
v’ protecting consumers’ health and
v'ensuring fair practices in the food trade

* Established in 1963
* Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
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Codex Standards, Guidelines and Codes of practice

Shall be based on the principle of sound scientific analysis and evidence,
involving a thorough review of all relevant information, in order that the
standards assure the quality and safety of the food supply.

e Standards
* Prescriptive, what should be achieved; (e.g. Limit; MRLs etc.)

* Guidelines
e Principles and guidance how to do something (e.g. Risk Analysis)

* Codes of practice
* Advice or procedures what to do to avoid an issue or minimize the risk
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Codex Standards, Guidelines and Codes of practice

* Are not a substitute for, or alternative to national legislation

* Are voluntary in nature

* Need to be translated into national legislation or
regulations in order to be enforceable

e Every country’s laws and administrative procedures contain
provisions with which it is essential to comply

* Reference and benchmark in the WTO SPS agreement
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The step procedure
O, for elaborating
codex standards

Before a decision is made to undertake

the development of a new standard or other text,
a project proposal is prepared and

discussed at Committee level.

STEP1
The Commission approves new

work based on a Project Document
and the recommendations of
the Executive Committee.
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STEP 2 STEP3 STEP 4

The Codex Secretariat The proposed Comments received are sent

arranges for the preparation Draft text is circulated by the Codex Secretariat to

of a proposed draft standard. by the Codex Secretariat the body assigned the work for
to Codex members consideration. The proposad draft
and observers for comment. standard is amended.
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CONCLUSION

STEPS STEP 6 STEP 7 STEP 8 /

The proposad draft standard The Draft text i circulated by The body assigned The draft standard is submitted to
is submitted to the Executive the Codex Secretariat to the work considers the Executive Committee for
Committee for critical review Codexmembers and observers the comments and amends critical review and forwarded to
and to the Commission for a another round of comments. the draft standard. the Commission for adoption as a
for adoption at step 5. Codex dard. Itis then p

on the Codex website.

Step5/8:

Inceasingly subsidiary bodies are utilizing a Step 5/8 procedure. This entails texts being submitted for adoption at
Step 5 having a recommendation that Steps 6 and 7 be omitted and that the text also be adopted at Step & This
practice substantially speeds up the adoption process
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Codex Commission

189 Codex Members

- 188 Member Countries

- 1 Member Organization (The European Union)
240 Codex Observers

- 60 Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs)

- 164 Non-Governmental Organizations(NGOs)

- 16 other UN organizations
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Codex Commission

Involves more than 20 Committees hosted in different Nations:

* Ten General Subject Committees * Four Commodity Committees
= General Principles (France) *  Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (Mexico)
=  Food Labelling (Canada) = Fats and Oils (Malaysia)
= Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems = Fish and Fishery Products (Norway)
(Australia) = Spices and Culinary Herbs (India)
= Residues off Veterinary Drugs in Foods (USA)
* Food additives (China)
= Pesticide Residues (China)
=  Contaminants in Foods (Netherlands) e Six Regional Coordinating Committees
* Food Hygiene (USA) =  Africa (Uganda)
=  Methods of Analysis and Sampling (Hungary) . Asia (China)
= Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses (Germany) . Europe (Kazakhstan)

Latin America and the Caribbean (Ecuador)

e One Task force . North America and South West Pacific (Fiji)

. . . . = Near East (Saudi Arabia)
=  Antimicrobial Resistance (Republic of Korea)
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e Act as the link between the Codex Secretariat and Member countries

e Coordinate all relevant Codex activities within their own countries

 Receive and circulate Codex texts and send comments on Codex
documents

* Work in close cooperation with the national Codex committee

e Act as a channel for the exchange of information and coordination of
activities with other Codex Members

e Receive the invitation to Codex sessions and inform the relevant
chairpersons and the Codex Secretariat of the names of participants from
their own countries

* Promote Codex activities throughout their own countries



Codex 2020

* CCEXEC78 physically in Geneva in February 2020

* All technical Codex sessions postponed to 2021 due to the pandemic

* Progress of work in EWGs including through virtual tools — zoom meetings,
webinars

 CCEXEC79 successfully held virtually in July 2020

e CAC43 successfully held virtually in November 2020
e Record in participation
* Very effective
* 22 new and revised Codex texts adopted
* 6 Codex texts adopted at Step 5
* 6 new work items approved
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Codex 2021 — a virtual year!

e 13 Sessions of Technical Committees e Two Sessions of CCEXEC
= General Principles * 13-21 January
= Spices and Culinary Herbs e« 28 October-5 November

= Contaminants in Foods

=  Methods of Analysis and Sampling

= Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems ° CAC44
= Residues off Veterinary Drugs in Foods * 8-18 November
= Pesticide Residues

= Food additives

= Food Labelling

= Antimicrobial Resistance

= Fish and Fishery Products - working by correspondence

= Fats and Oils

= Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses
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Thank you for your attention !

www.codexalimentarius.org
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