
Subnational Certification of 

Elimination of Mother-to-Child 

Transmission of HIV, Syphilis, 

Hepatitis B, Chagas Disease, and HTLV 

in Brazil

Pâmela Cristina Gaspar
General Coordinator for the Surveillance of Sexually Transmitted Infections - CGIST

Department of HIV, AIDS, Tuberculosis, Viral Hepatitis, and Sexually Transmitted Infections - DATHI

Secretariat for Health and Environmental Surveillance - SVSA

Ministry of Health - MoH



• Area: 8,514,877 km2: continental country 

• Population: 212,583,750 inhabitants

o North: 17.349.619 hab
o Northeast:  54.644.582 hab
o Center-West: 16.287.809 hab
o Southeast: 84.847.187 hab 
o South: 29.933.315 hab

• Federal Units: 27

• Municipalities: 5,571
o 100,000 inhabitants: 327 
(122,829,918 inhabitants - 58% of the population)

Regional differences in geography, income, population, and infrastructure.

Brazil 
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Health system (SUS) based on 
decentralized universal access

Brazil 

The federal, state and municipal levels are 
responsible for prevention, diagnosis, treatment 

and surveillance of HIV, VH, syphilis and other STIs.

71.5% of the population uses SUS 
exclusively

Tripartite management
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National Guidelines 

https://www.gov.br/aids/pt-br/central-de-conteudo/pcdts 

https://www.gov.br/aids/pt-br/central-de-
conteudo/manuais-tecnicos-para-diagnostico 
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Mother-to-Child Transmition Prevention of HIV, Syphilis, Hepatitis B, and HTLV in Brazil 

Approximately 2.5 million pregnant women annually

Condoms
(internal and external)

Infant formula
(up to 6 months of age 

for the past 2 years)

Cabergoline
(lactation suppression 

for WLHIV and 
WLHTLV)

Testing for HIV, syphilis, 
hepatitis B and C, and HTLV

Lubricant gel

Hepatitis B vaccine (pregnant 
women and sexual partners)

PrEP, PEP, and other 
prophylaxes

Treatment for syphilis, HIV, and 
Hepatitis B during pregnancy and 

monitoring tests

Newborn exposed to HIV, syphilis, Hepatitis 
B, Hepatitis C, and/or HTLV:

Management, testing, prophylaxis, 
vaccination, and immunoglobulin (Hepatitis B)



Elimination of mother-to-child transmission: INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS

Brazil is part of a group of 
countries, along with the Pan 

American Health Organization 
(PAHO) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), that are 
committed to eliminating the 

mother-to-child transmission of 
HIV, syphilis, Hepatitis B, Chagas 

disease, and HTLV as a public 
health problem.

3.3 By 2030, end the epidemics of AIDS, 
tuberculosis, malaria and neglected tropical 
diseases and combat hepatitis, water-borne 
diseases and other communicable diseases.



IMPACT GOALS

• Reduce the vertical transmission rate of HIV to ≤ 2% by 2025.

• Reduce the incidence of congenital syphilis (including stillbirths) to ≤ 0.5 
cases per 1,000 live births by 2030.

• Reduce the prevalence of HBsAg in children aged 4 to 6 years to ≤ 0.1% by 
2030. (under revision)

• Achieve proven cure, confirmed by negative serological test after treatment, 
in 90% or more of children diagnosed with T. cruzi infection by 2030.

• HTLV: Indicators for MTCT elimination under development.

Elimination of mother-to-child transmission: NATIONAL COMMITMENTS
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Subnational Certification of Elimination of 

Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV, Syphilis, 

Hepatitis B, Chagas Disease, and HTLV in Brazil

Municipalities 100,000 inhabitants and Federal Units, including the 
possibility for the bronze, silver or gold tiers certification in “the path 

to elimination”, encouraging gradual reduction in MTCT rates

Encourage, support, and recognize the 
local efforts to elimination of MTCT



Subnational certification EMTCT

2017

2019

2022
2023 2024

2021

HIV 
elimination 
of MTCT 

1 city 
• Curitiba HIV Elimination of MTCT 

2 cities
• Umuarama
• São Paulo

HIV elimination of MTCT: 28 cities 
Syphilis elimination of MTCT: 1 city
HIV MTCT tiers: 10 cities
Syphilis MTCT tiers: 21 cities

TOTAL: 43 cities

HIV elimination of MTCT: 37 cities  
Syphilis elimination of MTCT: 1 city
HIV MTCT tiers: 33 cities
Syphilis MTCT tiers: 27 cities

TOTAL: 73 cities

HIV, Syphilis, 
Hepatitis B and 
chagas DiseaseHIV

2025

Federal units certified:
•HIV Silver MTCT tier: 2 states
• EMTCT and bronze MTCT tier for 

syphilis: 2 states 

HTLV

HIV, Syphilis, 
Hepatitis B, Chagas 
disease and HTLV

HIV and syphilis

2018

Tiers

HIV elimination of MTCT: 20 cities  
Syphilis elimination of MTCT: 2 cities
Hepatitis B of elimination of MTCT: 1 city
HIV MTCT tiers: 31 cities
Syphilis MTCT tiers: 25 cities
Hepatitis B MTCT tiers: 17 cities

TOTAL: 60 cities

Federal units certified:
•HIV Silver MTCT tier: 2 states
• EMTCT and bronze MTCT tier 

for syphilis: 1 state 



Impact targets (adapted) – Elimination and tiers

Impact target Elimination
Parameters Assessment 

periodGold Silver Bronze

1) Incidence rate of HIV-infected 

children due to mother-to-child 

transmission

≤ 0.5 case

per 1,000 Live 

Births (LBs)

≤ 1.0 case

per 1,000 LBs

≤ 1.5 cases

per 1,000 LBs

≤ 2.0 cases

per 1,000 LBs

At least for one 

year (last full year)

2) Rate of mother-to-child 

transmission of HIV (public and 

private sectors)

≤ 2% ≤ 2% ≤ 2% ≤ 2%

3) Incidence rate of congenital 

syphilis

≤ 0.5 case

per 1,000 LBs

≤ 2.5 cases

per 1,000 LBs

≤ 5.0 cases

per 1,000 LBs

≤ 7.5 cases

per 1,000 LBs

4) Hepatitis B surface antigen 

(HBsAg) prevalence in children 

≤5 years old

≤ 1.0 case per 

1,000 ≤5-year-

old birth

≤ 1.0 case per 

1,000 

≤5-year-old birth

≤ 2.0 cases per 1,000 

≤5-year-old birth

≤ 3.0 cases per 1,000 

≤5-year-old birth

5) Coverage of etiological 

treatment for children aged 0 to 

3 years diagnosed with T. cruzi

infection

≥ 90% ≥ 90% ≥70%

15% increase in 

coverage compared to 

the previous baseline 

year At least for two 

years (last two full 

years)6) Incidence rate of acute Chagas 

disease among women in child-

bearing age

≤ 0.5 case

per 100,000 

women in child-

bearing age

≤ 1.0 case

per 100,000 

women in child-

bearing age

≤ 1.5 cases

per 100,000 women in 

child-bearing age

≤ 2.0 cases

per 100,000 women in 

child-bearing age 



Process targets (adapted) – Elimination and tiers

Process target Elimination 
Parameters Assessment 

periodGold Silver Bronze

1) Minimum coverage of 4 (four) prenatal care visits

≥ 95%

≥ 95% ≥ 90% ≥ 90%

At least for 

two years 

(last two full 

years)

2) Coverage for pregnant women who underwent at least one HIV

test during prenatal care

3) Coverage for pregnant women living with HIV using 

antiretroviral therapy during prenatal care

4) Coverage for pregnant women who underwent at least one 

syphilis test during prenatal care

5) Coverage for pregnant women adequately treated for syphilis 

during prenatal care

6) Coverage for Hepatitis B vaccine in children 

(up to 30 days after birth)
≥ 90% ≥ 85% ≥ 80%

7) Coverage for three doses of Hepatitis B vaccine 

(infant vaccination)
8) Coverage for pregnant women who underwent at least one HBV 

test during prenatal care

≥ 90% ≥ 85%

≥ 80% ≥ 70%

9) Coverage for pregnant women who underwent at least one 

Chagas disease test during prenatal care

≥ 70%

15% increase in 

coverage 

compared to the 

previous baseline 

year

10) Coverage for testing diagnosis for children ≤ 1 year old 

exposed to T. cruzi through vertical transmission

11) Coverage of etiological treatment for Chagas disease among 

women in child-bearing age



Elimination of 
MTCT

Programs 
and services 

Epidemiological 
surveillance and 

data quality

Diagnostic 
capacity and 

quality of tests

Human rights, 
gender equality 
and community 

participation

Committees 
for MTCT 

investigation

CERTIFICATION OF 

ELIMINATION OF MOTHER TO CHILD TRANSMISSION 

OF HIV, SYPHILIS, HEPATITIS B, HTLV AND CHAGAS 

DISEASE AND SEALS OF GOOD PRACTICES

Analyze public health programs and services organized 
within the Unified Health System (SUS), for the 
prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV, 
syphilis, Hepatitis B, and Chagas disease.
• Primary Health Care (PHC) units
• Referral services (high-risk prenatal care, 
• Follow-up for exposed/infected children
• Specialized outpatient services for HIV, AIDS, and VH
• Institutions that provide childbirth services, 

especially in areas with greater social and individual 
vulnerability.

• Coverage of case screening, diagnosis, and treatment during prenatal 
care is assessed, along with the follow-up of children exposed to or 
infected with HIV, syphilis, Hepatitis B, and Chagas disease. 

• The reporting and investigation of cases by health services (public, 
contracted, affiliated with SUS, and private) in locations that have 
eliminated vertical transmission or are on the path to elimination are 
evaluated.

• Adequacy of the service network for providing diagnostic tests (rapid and/or 
conventional tests for HIV, syphilis, Hepatitis B, and Chagas disease) and for 
monitoring pregnant women and newborns (e.g., viral load tests and CD4+ T-cell 
count). 

• It also evaluates whether the obtained results are accurate and reliable.
• It examines whether the execution of diagnostic tests and monitoring exams 

meets established quality control and management standards (laboratory 
quality management, the quality of diagnostic components, the competence of 
the team performing the tests, and the management of laboratory data)

• The broader concept of health encompasses the 
analysis of multiple social determinants, as well as 
risk factors and vulnerabilities that may affect 
pregnant women’s and newborns’ access to the 
necessary care for preventing vertical transmission.

• The evaluation of this thematic area aims to assess 
the guarantee of human rights, including gender, 
racial, and ethnic equality, as well as ensuring 
community participation and civil society 
involvement in the development, monitoring, and 
evaluation of public policies.



Elimination: MTCT of HIV, MTCT of syphilis, MTCT of Hepatitis B
Gold: MTCT of HIV, MTCT of syphilis, MTCT of Hepatitis B
Silver: MTCT of HIV, MTCT of syphilis, MTCT of Hepatitis B

Bronze: MTCT of HIV, MTCT of syphilis, MTCT of Hepatitis B

o Single Certification
o Dual Certification
o Triple Certification

PROGRESSION
A municipality or state that holds certification for a specific infection and demonstrates improvement in its indicators.

PAIRING
A municipality or state that holds certification for a specific infection (e.g. EMTCT of HIV) and obtains certification 

for a new infection (e.g. EMTCT of syphilis) . In this case, the validity of both certifications is aligned

CERTIFICATION VALIDITY
• Certification for MTCT of HIV or syphilis: 5 years
• Certification for MTCT of Hepatitis B: 2 years

Types of certifition of EMTCT or tiers in the path to eliminitarion

Regardless of the infection for which certification is being 
requested, the municipality or state must provide the 
requested information for all infections.



Municipality Validation Committee
(MVC)

National Validation Team
• Human Rights
• Health programs and 

clinical services
• Surveillance
• Diagnosis

Subnational Certification of EMTCT Process
CERTIFICATION OF 

ELIMINATION OF MOTHER TO CHILD TRANSMISSION 

OF HIV, SYPHILIS, HEPATITIS B, HTLV AND CHAGAS 

DISEASE AND SEALS OF GOOD PRACTICES



English Spanish Portuguese

https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnT
wGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=pt 

https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnT
wGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=en 

https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnT
wGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=es 
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https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnTwGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=pt
https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnTwGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=pt
https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnTwGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=en
https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnTwGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=en
https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnTwGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=es
https://www.scielo.br/j/ress/a/4jDPN8XnTwGx8h8YCjyGTRP/?lang=es


EMTCT Certification Ceremony



2022

Total of cities certified for HIV and/or syphilis: 43

2023

Cities certified for HIV (N=38)           Cities certified for syphilis (N=22)            

CERTIFICATION OF 

ELIMINATION OF MOTHER TO CHILD TRANSMISSION 

OF HIV, SYPHILIS, HEPATITIS B, HTLV AND CHAGAS 

DISEASE AND SEALS OF GOOD PRACTICES

Total of certification for HIV and/syphilis in 2022: 60 

Total of cities certified for HIV and/or syphilis: 73

Cities certified for HIV (N=70)           Cities certified for syphilis (N=28)            

• HIV Elimination of MTCT: 28 certifications
• HIV Silver MTCT tier: 10 certifications

• Syphilis Elimination of MTCT: 1 certification
• Syphilis Gold MTCT tiers: 4 certifications
• Syphilis Silver MTCT tiers: 13 certifications
• Syphilis Bronze MTCT tiers: 4 certifications

Total of certification for HIV and/syphilis in 2023: 98 

• HIV Elimination of MTCT: 37 certifications
• HIV Silver MTCT tier: 33 certifications

• Syphilis Elimination of MTCT: 1 certification
• Syphilis Gold MTCT tiers: 4 certifications
• Syphilis Silver MTCT tiers: 15 certifications
• Syphilis Bronze MTCT tiers: 8 certifications



2024

Cities certified for HIV (N=51)
• HIV Elimination of MTCT: 20 certifications
• HIV Silver MTCT tier: 31 certifications

Arapiraca Arapiraca

Santo Antônio de Jesus
Eunápolis
Teixeira de Freitas
Luiz Eduardo Magalhães 

Sobral 
Iguatu

Anápolis
Jataí

Rio Verde
Trindade

Embu das Artes
Franco da Rocha 
Jacareí
Santa Bárbara d’Oeste 
Suzano
Atibaia 
Itapecerica da Serra 
Itatiba
Osasco
São Vicente 
Sorocaba
Araraquara
Barueri
Ferraz de Vasconcelos 
Indaiatuba 
Presidente Prudente 
Piracicaba
Taboão da Serra    

Campo dos Goytacazes 
Volta Redonda 
Itaboraí
Itaperuna

Tangará da Serra
Sorriso 

Caruaru
Petrolina

Itabaiana
Itabaiana

Joinville
Brusque

Jaguará do Sul
Tubarão 

Araucária
Londrina

São José dos Pinhais
Toledo 

Nova Lima

Barueri 
Indaiatuba
Itatiba
Sorocaba 
Taboão da Serra 
Atibaia
Guaratinguetá
São Bernardo do Campo 

Araucária
São José dos Pinhais

Toledo

Alagoinhas
Santo Antônio de Jesus
Luiz Eduardo Magalhães 

Itapipoca
Iguatu

Nova Lima 

Tangará da Serra
Sorriso 

Anápolis
Trindade

Sobral 

Mogi das Cruzes
Suzano
Atibaia
Piracicaba 

Almirante Tamandaré 
Araucária

Toledo

Joinville
Brusque 

Jaguará do Sul 
Tubarão  

Caruaru

Tangará da Serra 

Ipatinga 
Nova Serrana  

Campina Grande 

Vilhena

Santa Cruz do Sul
Sapucaia do Sul 

Campina Grande

Vilhena

Jaguará do Sul 
Tubarão

Vilhena

Caxias do Sul  Santa Cruz do Sul

CERTIFICATION OF 

ELIMINATION OF MOTHER TO CHILD TRANSMISSION 

OF HIV, SYPHILIS, HEPATITIS B, HTLV AND CHAGAS 

DISEASE AND SEALS OF GOOD PRACTICES

Cities certified for Syphilis (N=28)
• Syphilis Elimination of MTCT: 2 certifications
• Syphilis Gold MTCT tiers: 2 certifications
• Syphilis Silver MTCT tiers: 21 certifications
• Syphilis Bronze MTCT tiers: 3 certifications

Cities certified for Hepatitis B (N=18)
• Hepatitis B Elimination of MTCT: 1 certification
• Hepatitis B Gold MTCT tiers: 3 certifications
• Hepatitis B Silver MTCT tiers: 6 certifications
• Hepatitis B Bronze MTCT tiers: 8 certifications

Total of certification for HIV and/syphilis and/or Hepatitis B in 2024: 97

Total of cities certified for HIV and/syphilis and/or Hepatitis B: 60



FEDERAL STATES - 2023 HIV and/or Syphilis 

(N=4)

CERTIFICATION OF 

ELIMINATION OF MOTHER TO CHILD TRANSMISSION 

OF HIV, SYPHILIS, HEPATITIS B, HTLV AND CHAGAS 

DISEASE AND SEALS OF GOOD PRACTICES

Distrito Federal:
HIV Silver MTCT tier

Sergipe:
HIV Silver MTCT tier

São Paulo:
EMTCT and bronze MTCT tier 
for syphilis

Paraná:
EMTCT and bronze MTCT tier 
for syphilis

Goiás:
HIV Silver MTCT tier

Minas Gerais:
HIV Silver MTCT tier

Santa Catarina:
EMTCT and bronze MTCT tier 
for syphilis

FEDERAL STATES - 2024 HIV and/or Syphilis

(N=3)



In summary: Certification of Federated States and municipalities with 100,000 inhabitants

➢  327 Municipalities with 100,000 inhabitants : 
122,829,918 inhabitants
o The certification process reached 151 

municipalities with 57,183,450 people (46,5% 
of the population that can be reached by the 
certification process in the municipalities)

➢ 27 Federal States in Brazil: 212,583,750 inhabitants
o The certification process reached 7 Federal 

States with 111.749.153 inhabitants people 
(52,57% of the total population of Brazil)



Jun 2025: Request for CERTIFICATION of 

the ELIMINATION OF VERTICAL 

TRANSMISSION OF HIV to PAHO/WHO 

Next steps 

Number and proportion of children up to 18 months exposed with a 
confirmed HIV diagnosis - Brazil 2014 - 2022



Obrigada! 
Thank you! 

pamela.gaspar@aids.gov.br
cgist@aids.gov.br

Certificatv.cgist@aids.gov.br 

mailto:diretoria@aids.gov.br
mailto:cgist@aids.gov.br
mailto:Certificatv.cgist@aids.gov.br
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