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WHO Thailand Weekly 

Situation Update No. 223

Based on data as reported by the CCSA

14,679 new community cases (9,757)     50%          24 deaths (19)     26%

9,440 people recovered (8,363)    13%                    361,419 vaccinations (262,610)    38% 

(7 – 13 February 2022)

2,622,600 total confirmed cases 22,489 total deaths

Daily average reported from 9 to 15 February 2022 (compared to the week prior)

Main messages

│Omicron cases reported from all provinces │

│ RTG encourages COVID-free settings and booster vaccinations│  

│Get vaccinated, maintain universal precautions and stay informed │
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Situation Analysis
The average number of new community-acquired COVID-19 cases reported per day increased by 50% in the past 7 days compared to the previous week. 
Although daily reported case numbers continue to increase, Thailand is still not seeing the steep rise seen in other countries due to the omicron COVID-19 
variant. The total number of cases reported on 12 February (16,330) was the highest since 29 August 2021.

Bangkok continues to report the highest daily number of COVID cases. The average number of new COVID-19 cases reported per day for Bangkok in the past 
week (2,960) is 93% higher than the week prior. In addition, the number of cases reported on 12 February (3,237) was the highest number since 13 September 
2021

The average daily number of all currently ‘active’ COVID-19 cases (117,341) over the last seven days increased by 32% compared to the previous week. The 
number reported today (132,738) is the highest since 12 September 2021. This number reflects the overall burden of COVID19 cases for the healthcare delivery 
system since even people isolating at home are being actively monitored by healthcare workers

An average of 24 daily deaths were reported in the past week, compared to 19 for the previous week.

The average daily number of severe COVID-19 cases over the past seven days (617) represents a 17% increase over the average number reported for the previous 
week (527). The average daily number of ventilated COVID-19 cases over the past seven days (125) represents a 19% increase over the average number reported 
for the previous week (105).

It now appears that the rise in new COVID-19 case numbers is starting to cause an increase in the number of severe and ventilated cases in hospitals. However, 
the number of seriously ill COVID-19 cases remains much lower than the numbers seen at the peak in July / August 2021, and there is still significant capacity in 
the healthcare system to admit patients.

Although Thailand does not appear to be experiencing a big upsurge of COVID-19 cases as seen in some other countries, the widespread use of rapid antigen 
tests (including those available ‘over the counter) continues to make it difficult to accurately monitor the situation.

COVID-19 vaccination rates in Thailand are likely to significantly reduce levels of severe illness and deaths caused by circulating COVID-19 strains. High 
vaccination rates also help to reduce the transmission of COVID-19. However, vaccination rates are still low in some provinces and some important risk groups.

15/02/2022COVID-19 Update3
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Global COVID-19 (total) cases, deaths and vaccinations to date: 
chart showing cases reported per week (14 February 2022)

410,565,868 confirmed cases 

1,655,116 new cases in last 24 hours

https://covid19.who.int/

5,810,880 deaths

8,654 new deaths in last 24 hours

10,101,955,700 vaccine doses administered (6 Feb)

4,810,396,895people fully vaccinated. 
Approximately 61% of the global population (7.9 
billion), an increase from 51% global full vaccination 
coverage of the previous week

15/02/2022COVID-19 Update4
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2nd wave

3rd wave
Alpha VoC

4th wave
Delta Voc

1st wave

to 15 Feb 2022,

*to 13 Feb 2022 
source MoPH

Cases
Total

7-day 
Average

Deaths
Total

7-day 
Average

2,622,600 14,679 22,489 24

New Community Cases

Vaccination 
1st dose

Vaccination
2nd dose

52,793,091* 49,229,204*

5th wave
Omicron

Vaccination
3rd dose

17,987,611*
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• Deaths have increased by 
26.3% in the last week

Table shows the Case Fatality Rate (CFR) of COVID cases since Jan 1st – Feb 7th 2022, stratified by age  
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Case Fatality Rate (CFR) of COVID-19 cases in Thailand

8

The Case Fatality Rate (CFR) is the 
percentage of cases that die. 

The bar chart and table show the 
available data on COVID cases in 
Thailand between 1 January and 7 
February 2022 according to age 
group.

The bar chart illustrates how much 
more likely people in older age 
groups are likely to die if they 
become infected with COVID-19. 
Many of these people were not 
vaccinated against COVID.
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Daily severe & ventilated Covid-19 cases (bed occupancy) 

9 COVID-19 Update 15/02/2022
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*Compared to the week prior

Severe cases 
Current count: 702
7 days average: 617
7 days increase: 17.1%*

Ventilated cases 
Current count: 145
7 days average: 125
7 days increase: 19.0%*

to 15 Feb 2022
Source MoPH
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Daily hospital bed occupancy & daily severe cases

9 COVID-19 Update 15/02/2022

Source MoPH

• Hospital ‘bed occupancy’ has increased sharply in the 
last week, and whilst lower than the highest peak of 
the Delta wave, it is higher than levels seen later in the 
Delta wave

• Current hospital bed occupancy is 40% of available 
capacity

• Severe cases have also started to increase in the past 
week after a period of stable daily counts

• NB – these numbers do not include people in 
hospitels or those undergoing community or home 
isolation
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Provincial situation 
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• Daily cases in Bangkok have increased from 408 reported on 1 
January, to 1,255 reported on 1 February, to 3,182 reported on 
15 January

• The proportion of cases reported from Bangkok compared to all 
other community cases has increased from 7.9% on 10th 
January to 29% on 15 February

Source MoPH

Daily Cases in Bangkok
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• There is a wide variation in the rate of new cases ranging from 33 to 1,000 cases 
per million population

• The highest rate of new cases was reported in Phuket, reporting over 1,000 
cases per million population

• Lower rates of cases (182 cases per million or less) were reported in 62% of Thai 
provinces (48 of 77) across most of the north, north-east, central, upper 
western and the southernmost provinces of Thailand

• Higher rates of cases were mainly found in provinces in and around Bangkok and 
in the upper and middle southern provinces

Source MoPH

Map of new COVID-19 cases per 
million population by province 

9 – 15 February 2022
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COVID-19 Testing
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COVID-19 Update 15/02/202215

Variation in ‘Test Positivity Rate’ (TPR) over time*

• Test positivity has been steadily 
increasing in the last week

• TPR today was 17.7% nationally

*The Test Positivity Rate (TPR) is the percentage of all PCR tests conducted in a day that return a positive result 



Back to Contents 

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

31-Jul-21 14-Aug-21 28-Aug-21 11-Sep-21 25-Sep-21 9-Oct-21 23-Oct-21 6-Nov-21 20-Nov-21 4-Dec-21 18-Dec-21 1-Jan-22 15-Jan-22 29-Jan-22 12-Feb-22 26-Feb-22

%
 A

TK
 t

o
 P

C
R

 c
as

e
s

D
ai

ly
 C

o
u

n
t

PCR Community Cases & ATK Community Cases % ATK to PCR 7-Day Av

COVID-19 Update 15/02/202216

PCR Confirmed Community Acquired Cases and Antigen Test Kit 
(ATK) Positive Cases 

• In the past week the proportion of ATK probable cases 
compared to the daily PCR confirmed case count has 
been increasing and has exceeded 50%. 



Back to Contents COVID-19 Update 15/02/202217

Variation in ‘Test Positivity Rate’ 
(TPR) by province*

• There is wide variation in test positivity across Thailand’s 
provinces ranging from a low of 3% to a high of 62% (in Phuket)

• 79% of Thai provinces (61 of 77) report high positivity of 9% or 
greater

*The Test Positivity Rate (TPR) is the percentage of all PCR tests conducted in a day that return a 
positive result 
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COVID-19 burden on 
vulnerable population groups
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Myanmar Cambodia Laosto 13 Feb 2022

144,383 
Myanmar

5.6%

37,895 
Cambodia

1.5%

8,991 
Laos
0.3%

2,163,399 
Thai

83.6%

232,646 
Others
9.0%

• Cambodia Laos & Myanmar) 

comprise 7.4% of all reported cases

• Largest group (5.6%) from Myanmar

Cumulative COVID-19 Cases reported to date by nationality
( 13 February 2022)
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• 55 people from Cambodia, Laos and 
Myanmar per 1,000 have been infected 
with COVID-19, compared to 33 per 1000 
Thai people

to 13 Feb 2022
Source MoPH
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Vaccination
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1st Dose 2nd Dose 3rd Dose

People who have received:

1st dose: 52,793,091

2nd doses: 49,229,204

3rd doses: 17,987,611

National COVID-19 Vaccination Coverage (to 14th February 2022)

to 14 Feb 2022
Source MoPH
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Map showing second dose coverage 
per million population by province

as of 13 February 2022

• Two-dose vaccination coverage varies from 550,000 2nd doses per million 
population to greater than 1.1 million

• Per head of population, Bangkok has the highest rate of vaccination
• In the last week, vaccination coverage has increased in most of central and 

north-eastern Thailand.
• The lowest vaccination coverage rates remain mainly in the western border of 

Thailand in the provinces of Mae Hong Song, Tak, Kanchanaburi, and Ratchaburi, 
together with Pattani and Narathiwat in the far south.
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Thailand Vaccination Schedule

Source: MoPH

Dose 1 Vaccine Dose 2 Vaccine Interval from 
dose 2- dose 3

Dose 3 Vaccine Interval from 
dose 3- dose 4

Dose 4* Vaccine

Sinovac/Sinopharm Sinovac/Sinopharm 4 weeks AstraZeneca 3 months AstraZeneca

Sinovac/Sinopharm AstraZeneca 3 months AstraZeneca

Sinovac/Sinopharm Pfizer 3 months Pfizer 3 months Pfizer

AstraZeneca AstraZeneca 3 months Pfizer

Pfizer Pfizer 6 months Pfizer

AstraZeneca Pfizer 6 months Pfizer

AstraZeneca AstraZeneca 3-6 months AstraZeneca**

• *Dose 4 : For Healthcare Workers + Frontline workers and the general population who live in 10 pilot provinces for tourism
• **AZ +AZ+AZ is offered as alternative option. Please be aware that AZ+AZ+PF might offer stronger immune response. Six 

months Interval between dose 2-dose 3 will generate higher neutralizing antibody level than 3 months interval 
• Moderna vaccine can be offered as the booster dose to all vaccine regimens recommended above.
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Thailand Under 18 COVID-19 Vaccination Programme

Source: MoPH

Age Group Vaccine Dosage Interval

5 – 11 yrs. Pfizer x 2 doses orange cap (10 micrograms/ 0.2 ml.) 8 weeks

6 – 17 yrs. Sinovac x 2 doses 0.5 ml./ dose 4 weeks

12 -17 yrs.

Pfizer x 2 doses purple cap (30 micrograms/ 0.3 ml.) 3-4 weeks

Sinovac – Pfizer
(under consideration for 6-11 yrs.)

Dose 1: Sinovac 0.5 ml./ dose
Dose 2: purple cap Pfizer (30 

micrograms/ 0.3 ml.)
4 weeks
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Whether our immunity against a virus is acquired from natural infection or 
following vaccination, it is common for this immunity to wane (reduce) over 
time, especially if our immune system doesn’t meet that virus for a long time. 
The actual length of time until our immunity begins to wane varies a lot with 
different infectious diseases. For example, vaccination against measles provides 
full protection for a very long time, and a single vaccination against yellow fever 
may last a lifetime. Because COVID-19 was only discovered in 2019, we have 
only been able to gather data about how our immune system works to protect 
us in relatively recent times. Similarly, we were only able to assess the 
effectiveness of vaccines (including against different COVID-19 strains) when 
vaccines became available and when the new strains emerged. Until omicron 
came along, we had good data that suggested vaccination against the 
previously circulating COVID-19 strains provided good protection for at least six 
months, including protection against severe disease, hospitalization and death.

Another reason why we sometimes need booster vaccinations against viruses is 
that many of them (including COVID-19) mutate pretty rapidly. If these 
mutations result in significant changes to the proteins on the surface of the 
virus, this can result in the virus evading recognition by our immune system. It’s 
for the same reason that there’s also a new influenza vaccine made available 
every year due to the high mutation rate of influenza viruses.

EXPLAINER: Why 3rd shots 
are necessary for COVID-19

Do I need a booster shot? Will I need more vaccine shots in the future?

A third shot is currently recommended in Thailand because evidence is showing that immunity from two-shots 
is reducing over time, and because the Omicron variant is better able to evade our immune system. A booster 
shot will provide extra protection against severe COVID caused by the Omicron variant. It is too early to 
know if we will require further vaccinations to protect us against future COVID-19 variants – but we might...

Preliminary data suggests that the available COVID-19 vaccines may have reduced 
effectiveness against infection by the Omicron variant compared with previously 
circulating COVID-19 strains. However, most importantly, the currently available 
vaccines still seem to be very effective in protecting people from developing severe 
illnesses from Omicron.

Therefore, the reason why WHO experts now recommend that priority should be 
given to offering booster doses to people at high risk of COVID-19 is for both the 
reasons above, 1.] because vaccine effectiveness appears to wane over time, and 
2,] because of evidence that suggests reduced effectiveness of vaccines against 
infection caused by the Omicron variant.

All COVID-19 vaccines available in Thailand will protect you and your family against 
severe disease. Therefore, it is essential to take the vaccine when offered to you. It 
is also important that we continue to apply the simple protective measures that we 
know can break chains of transmission, including handwashing, respiratory 
hygiene, distancing, avoiding crowded places and ensuring good ventilation.

Click on the image to hear Dr Maria Van Kerkhove, 
WHO's COVID-19 Technical Lead, discussing potential 
future COVID-19 scenarios.

15/02/2022 COVID-19 Update
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• The Thailand COVID19 situation report is available in 

Thai and English, please visit

• For regular updates on WHO’s response in Thailand, 

please visit

• For global figures and technical advice from WHO, 

please visit

World Health Organization Country Office for Thailand 
4th Fl., Permanent Secretary Bldg.3 Ministry of Public Health, 

Nonthaburi, Thailand, 11000. sethawebmaster@who.int 

www.who.int/thailand @WHO Thailand

WHO Thailand WHO Thailand
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