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Key events and updates

New release: WHO South-East Asia Region Public Health Intelligence Dashboard

e WHO Health Emergencies Programme at WHO Regional Office for
South-East Asia (SEARO) launched the Public Health Intelligence
(PHI) Dashboard for the WHO South-East Asia Region, which is
now available online:

https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/sear phi/ = ey
e The dashboard aims to serve as the one stop site to provide A
routine epidemiological updates and situational awareness on ] —

priority diseases that pose threats to public health in the Region.
At present, the dashboard covers Influenza, COVID-19, mpox,
dengue and Nipah. The contents will be adjusted as the situation “
evolves.

e This dashboard replaces SEARQ’s previous dashboard for COVID- ;
19.

e Development of this dashboard was made possible with support
from the Pandemic Fund Round 2 grant.

Thailand Sii Lanka Nepal India

New publication: Public Health Situation Analysis — Myanmar: Conflict and humanitarian crisis

e On 9 March 2026, the Public Health Situation Analysis (PHSA) was
published, summarizing the health situation, health risks, health system
needs, and humanitarian health response.

e Myanmar’s humanitarian crisis continues to worsen due to conflict, natural
disasters, and economic collapse. In early 2025, Myanmar ranked second
globally for conflict intensity, with over half the population exposed to
conflict.

e Access to basic health services is severely limited in several conflict-affected
states. Disease outbreaks are increasing due to unsafe water, poor
sanitation, and disruptions to routine health services.

e Around 1.5 million children under five have missed basic vaccinations since
2018, increasing the risk of vaccine-preventable diseases.

e A major earthquake in March 2025 damaged agricultural areas, homes,
infrastructure, and nearly 70 health facilities, further disrupting services.

e The full report is available at:

ublic Health
ituation Analysis

Myanmar

9 March 2026

https://www.who.int/southeastasia/publications/m/item/mmrphsa00109032026



https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/sear_phi/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/publications/m/item/mmrphsa00109032026

New publication: Global Rapid Risk Assessment — Nipah virus infection

On 6 March 2026, the WHO Rapid Risk Assessment (RRA) on Nipah virus
infection was published.

The RRA evaluates the global public health risk posed by Nipah virus
(NiV), taking into account its epidemiology in enzootic countries with
recurrent zoonotic spillover and limited human-to-human transmission,
as well as the risk in non-enzootic regions linked to infected travellers or
imported livestock.

The overall global public health risk is assessed as low, with moderate
confidence in the available information.

In enzootic countries, the overall risk of Nipah virus infection remains low
but persistent where sporadic spillover from bats may occur, with limited
human-to-human transmission mainly among close contacts.

Risk in non-enzootic regions is primarily associated with an infected
traveller or, exceptionally, imported livestock, with onward transmission
considered unlikely due to the need for close and prolonged contact. =
Risk to travellers is considered very low but not zero, particularly for those

with direct exposure to bats, contaminated food products, or infected

animals in affected areas.

The RRA notes that Nipah virus remains geographically limited, with human cases reported mainly in
Bangladesh and India, and that although the virus has a high case-fatality ratio (40-75%), it has not
demonstrated sustained community or international transmission.

The report emphasizes that the outcomes of the WHO RRA are intended to promote transparency in the spirit
of the International Health Regulations (2005), support national authorities facing similar situations, and foster
a shared risk assessment culture among States Parties and partners contributing to preparedness and response.
The report is available here: WHO Rapid Risk Assessment — Nipah virus infection.

New publication: Nipah Virus Infection — West Bengal State, India (2026) — Questions and Answers

SEARO Community of Practice (CoP), in collaboration with the WHO Health
Emergencies (WHE) Programme, hosted a webinar on Nipah virus infection on
4 February 2026. A number of questions were raised by participants during
the session. This document aims to address the key questions submitted
during the webinar and provide clarifications based on the discussions.

The Q&A aims to support Member States and health professionals with
technical information for preparedness and response to Nipah virus events.
The document is available here: Nipah Virus Infection — West Bengal State,
India (2026) — Questions and Answers.



https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-rapid-risk-assessment---nipah-virus---global---version-1
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/internal-publications-detail/whe090326-1
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/internal-publications-detail/whe090326-1

Influenza

Situation in the WHO South-East Asia Region

Situation as of 10 March 2026 *

e Figure 1 shows the influenza data from the WHO FluNet platform, accessed on 10 March 2026.
e Inthe WHO South-East Asia Region, during weeks 8-10, there were 281 influenza positive samples, among 4310
samples tested, with the overall positivity percentage at 6%.

Figure 1. Weekly trends of specimens tested at National Influenza Centers (NIC), positivity percentage and

laboratory confirmed influenza cases in the WHO South-East Asia Region, as of 10 March 2026
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tWorld Health Organization. Influenza surveillance outputs [Internet]. 2026 [cited 2026 Feb 24]. Available from:
https://www.who.int/teams/global-influenza-programme/surveillance-and-monitoring/influenza-surveillance-outputs



https://www.who.int/teams/global-influenza-programme/surveillance-and-monitoring/influenza-surveillance-outputs

Influenza A subtypes and B lineages reported in the Region from week 8 to 10 in 2026, as of 10 March 2026 2

Table 1 shows influenza A virus subtypes and B lineage distribution across ten countries in the WHO South-East
Asia Region for epidemiological weeks 8 to 10 of 2026, based on data extracted from WHOQ’s RespiMart
platforms on 10 March 2026. The last submission was on 23 February 2026 (Week 9).

The predominant Influenza A subtype detected in the region was A(H3) (54%). Among countries that reported
influenza test positive results (10 or more positive samples), A(H3) was the major Influenza A subtype in
Bangladesh (99%) and Thailand (60%).

The overall proportion of influenza B (Victoria) detected in the region was 23%, with higher percentages
observed in India (61%), Bhutan (60%), Thailand (37%) and Sri Lanka (36%).

Among the positive influenza samples, 100% of samples from Maldives were reported as Influenza A
unsubtyped. In Sri Lanka (36%) and Nepal (20%), positive samples were reported as B (Lineage Not Determined).
Myanmar had fewer than 10 influenza positive samples during this period.

DPR Korea and Timor-Leste reported no samples tested during this period.

Table 1. Distribution of influenza A virus subtypes and B virus lineages in the WHO South-East Asia Region (weeks
8 to 10, 2026), situation as 10 March 2026*

Total Samples Number of Positivity A (H1) A(H3) A(H5) A(H1N1)pdm09 A (Unsubtype) B (Yamagata) B (Victoria) B (Lineage not

Country Tested Influenza Positive Rate % % % % % % % % Determined) %
All Country 4310 281 6% 0% 54% 0% 10% 7% 0% 23% 6%
Bangladesh 873 78 9% 0% [@EEA 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Bhutan 81 5 6% 0% 40% 0% 0% 0% 0% 60% 0%
DPR Korea 0 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
India 2 504 44 2% 0% 34% 0% 5% 0% 0% 61% 0%
Maldives 56 6 1% 0% 0% 0% o (IR 0% 0% 0%
Myanmar 15 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Nepal 292 66 23% 0% 20% 0% 32% 21% 0% 8% 20%
Sri Lanka 70 14 20% 0% 21% 0% 7% 0% 0% 36% 36%
Thailand 419 68 16% 0% 60% 0% 3% 0% 0% 37% 0%
Timor-Leste 0 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Notes:
* Positivity proportion that less than 0.5 % are shown as 0%.

2 World Health Organization. Influenza surveillance outputs [Internet]. 2026 [cited 2026 Feb 24]. Available from:
https://www.who.int/teams/global-influenza-programme/surveillance-and-monitoring/influenza-surveillance-outputs



https://www.who.int/teams/global-influenza-programme/surveillance-and-monitoring/influenza-surveillance-outputs

COVID-19

Situation in the WHO South-East Asia Region

Situation as of 08 March 2026

e The weekly number of COVID-19 cases reported on official websites, including Bangladesh?, Bhutan?, India®,
Myanmar®, Nepal” and Thailand?, are presented in Figure 2**,

e Data of the most recent week (week 10) are not available from Bhutan, Myanmar, India and Nepal.

e Please visit the WHO COVID-19 dashboard for the global situation of COVID-19.

Figure 2. Weekly comparisons of new COVID-19 cases (A) and deaths (B) reported from selected countries since
week one of 2025 to week 10 in 2026 in the WHO South-East Asia Region by year*
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* Nepal data as of week 49 of 2025. India and Myanmar data as of week 6. Bhutan data as of week 8.
** Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Myanmar data as of ISO Week. Nepal and Thailand data as of Epidemiological week.

3 Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS), Bangladesh. COVID-19 Dashboard [Internet]. 2026 [cited 2026 Mar 10]. Available from:
https://old.dghs.gov.bd/index.php/bd/component/content/article?layout=edit&id=5612

4 Bhutan, Royal Centre for Disease Control. [Internet]. [cited 2026 Mar 10]. Available from: https://www.rcdc.gov.bt/web/

5 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India. COVID-19 India Dashboard [Internet]. [cited 2026 Mar 10]. Available from:
https://covid19dashboard.mohfw.gov.in/

& Ministry of Health, Republic of the Union of Myanmar. Ministry of Health official website [Internet]. 2026 [cited 2026 Mar 10]. Available
from: https://www.mohs.gov.mm/

7 Epidemiology and Disease Control Division Nepal. [Internet]. [cited 2026 Mar 10]. Available from:
https://edcd.gov.np/newsroom/outbreak

8 Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public Health, Thailand. COVID-19 Surveillance Dashboard [Internet]. 2026 [cited 2026 Mar
10]. Available from: https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1176170881210400&set=a.309744487853048



https://data.who.int/dashboards/covid19/cases?n=c
https://old.dghs.gov.bd/index.php/bd/component/content/article?layout=edit&id=5612
https://www.rcdc.gov.bt/web/
https://covid19dashboard.mohfw.gov.in/
https://www.mohs.gov.mm/
https://edcd.gov.np/newsroom/outbreak
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1176170881210400&set=a.309744487853048

e Based on data from the integrated influenza-SARS-CoV-2 sentinel surveillance system, Figure 3 summarizes
weekly trends of COVID-19 cases in the eight countries—Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Timor-Leste - including the number of positive COVID-19 cases, the percentage positivity and the
number of specimens tested. °

Figure 3. The number of COVID-19 positive case, % positivity and specimen tested from integrated influenza-
SARS CoV-2 sentinel surveillance systems (as on 10 March 2026)
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Source: Integrated Influenza and Other Respiratory Viruses Surveillance Output Dashboard

9 Integrated Influenza and Other Respiratory Viruses Surveillance Output Dashboard. [Internet]. [cited 2026 Feb 24].
Available from:
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrljoiNzdjZTVmY2YtNzY2NCOONTMOLTkzY2QtMWMOMzYOMigOYTZjliwidCI6lmY2MTB|M
GI3LWJKkMjQtNGIzOS04MTBILTNkYzI4MGFmYjU5MClsImMiOjh9
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mpox

Situation in the WHO South-East Asia Region

Situation as of 08 March 2026

e Inweek9and 10 (23 February to 08 March 2026), one new mpox case was reported from India.
e As of 08 March 2026, in the WHO South-East Asia Region, a total of 1 206 laboratory-confirmed mpox cases

including 15 deaths, have been reported since 14 July 2022 (Figure 4).

e Thirty-three monkeypox virus (MPXV) clade Ib cases have been reported in the Region to date — 18 from India,
14 from Thailand and one from Nepal. Please see Figure 5 for the trend of MPXV Ib cases detected in the

Region.

e For information on global epidemiological situation of mpox, please see:

WHO mpox surveillance dashboard

Figure 4. Number of mpox cases reported in WHO South-East Asia Region by date of notification* (Upper, 14

July 2022 — 08 March 2026; lower 1 January 2025 — 08 March 2026).

N I

" Country

@«

§ 1004 India

Ua . Indonesia
g Nepal

E .l B siLanka
Z - Thailand

-
D, | S s
Sep-2022 Dec-2022 Mar-2023 May-2023 Aug-2023 Now-2023 Feb-2024 Apr-2024  Jul-2024  Oct-2024  Jan-202F Mar-2025 Jun-2025 Sep-2025 Dec-2025 Mar-226
Year-Month
30

w Country

@

B 20 India
o ;
b= - Indonesia
g Mepal

g . - Sri Lanka
= 107 Thailand
oA
Mar-2025 May-2025 Jul-2025 Oct-2025 Dec-2025 Feb-2026
Year-Month
Notes:

* Cases are plotted per month of notification - the date on which the case is notified to the public health authority.
** Where the date of notification is missing, this has been replaced with the date of diagnosis. Following the reassignment of Indonesia
from the WHO South-East Asia Region to the WHO Western Pacific Region, data of Indonesia after 27 May 2025 will no longer be reflected

in the graph.


https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/#3_Global_situation_update

Figure 5. Number of MPXV clade Ib cases reported in WHO South-East Asia Region by month of notification (as
of 22 February 2026) *
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* Cases are plotted as per the month of notification (based on the date on which the case was notified to the public health authority). For
10 cases in India of which the month of notification is missing, the month of diagnosis was used.

Table 2. Profile of the 33 confirmed MPXV clade Ib cases reported in the WHO South-East Asia Region, for
which case-based information is available since August 2024 (as of 22 February 2026)*

Total (N = 33)

Country

India 18 (54.5%)

MNepal 1{3.0%)

Thailand 14 (42.4%)
Recent International Travel

Yes 30 (90.9%)

Mo 3(9.1%)
Age group (years)

Less than 18 0 (0.0%)

18-29 10 (30.3%)

30-39 15 (45.5%)

40-49 7121.2%)

50 and over 1(3.0%)
Gender

Female 13 (39.4%)

Male 20 (a0.6%)

Notes:

* One CRF is awaited from Nepal.



Dengue

Situation in the WHO South-East Asia Region 1°

e In February 2026, Sri Lanka reported 5 724 cases, followed by India with 3 019 cases, Timor-Leste with 2 105
cases and Thailand with 1 288 cases (Figure 6). Data of February were not available yet for Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Maldives, Myanmar and Nepal.

e Timor-Leste is experiencing one of the largest dengue outbreaks, with 2 105 cases in February, 0.6 times
increase compared to January 2026 (1 281 cases), and 10 times higher the number reported in February 2025
(189 cases).

Figure 6. Monthly reported dengue cases by country, March 2024 — February 2026
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Notes:

. Bangladesh, Bhutan, Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand and Timor-Leste show confirmed cases.
e Bangladesh reports only hospitalized cases.

e  The majority of Myanmar cases are hospitalized cases.

10 World Health Organization. Global dengue surveillance [Internet]. Available from:
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/dengue global/



https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/dengue_global/

Bangladesh !

e During week 10 of 2026 (02 to 08 March 2026), a total of 71 new dengue cases were reported in Bangladesh, a

4.4% increase compared to 68 cases reported during week 9 of 2026 (23 February to 01 March 2026).

e During week 10, no new dengue deaths were reported in Bangladesh, compared to nil death reported during

week 9 of 2026.

e In 2026, as of week 10, a total of 1 870 dengue cases and 5 dengue-related deaths have been reported. This is
103% of the number of cases (n=1 822) and 31% of the number of deaths (n = 16) reported in 2025. A total of

105 276 cases and 2 440 deaths were reported during 2025.

Figure 7. Number of new dengue cases and deaths by week in Bangladesh from week 1 of 2021 to week 10 of

2026.
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11 Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS), Bangladesh. Daily Dengue Status Report [Internet]. 2026. Available from:

https://old.dghs.gov.bd/index.php/bd/home/5200-daily-dengue-status-report
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https://old.dghs.gov.bd/index.php/bd/home/5200-daily-dengue-status-report

During February 2026, a total of 3 019 cases of dengue were reported in India, a 15% decrease compared to

January 2026 (n = 3 544).
In 2026, as of 28 February, a total of 6 563 cases of dengue have been reported compared to 8 217 cases during

the same period in 2025.

Figure 8. Number of new cases of dengue by month in India from January 2024 to February 2026
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In 2025, cases increased steadily from week 17, but the case number has declined since week 27.
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Figure 9. Weekly number of new dengue cases in Kerala state from week 1 of 2023 to week 9 of 2026
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12 Department of Health and Family Welfare, Government of Kerala. Health Dashboard — Integrated Disease Surveillance

Programme (IDSP) [Internet]. 2026. Available from: https://dashboard.kerala.gov.in/



https://dashboard.kerala.gov.in/

Karnatakal3

e In Karnataka, in 2024, dengue cases peaked at over 4 500 in week 29, while in 2026, case number remains low
as of week 9.

Figure 10. Weekly number of new dengue cases in Karnataka state from week 1 of 2024 to week 9 of 2026
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13 Department of Health and Family Welfare, Government of Karnataka. PRISM H Disease Surveillance Dashboard [Internet].
2026. Available from: https://hfwcom.karnataka.gov.in/info-4/Weekly%20Infectious%20Disease%20Report/en
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e No data are made publicly available yet for February 2026. During January 2026, a total of 646 cases of dengue
were reported in the Maldives, a 57% increase compared to December 2025 (n=411).

Figure 11. Number of new cases of dengue by month in Maldives from January 2022 to January 2026
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Source: WHO Global dengue surveillance

e No data are made publicly available yet for February 2026. During January 2026, a total of 178 dengue cases
were reported in Nepal, a 43.8% decrease compared to December 2025 (n = 317).

e In 2026, as of 31 January, a total of 178 cases of dengue have been reported compared to 259 cases during the
same period in 2025. A total of 8 573 dengue cases were reported throughout 2025.

Figure 12. Number of new cases of dengue by month in Nepal from January 2023 to January 2026
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Source: WHO Global dengue surveillance
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e During week eight (23 February to 01 March 2026), a total of 1 265 new dengue cases were reported in Sri
Lanka, a 14.9% decrease compared to 1 487 cases reported during week eight (16 to 22 February 2026).

e As of week nine in 2026, a total of 13 760 cases were reported compared to 9 187 and 16 840 cases during
the same period in 2025 and 2024, respectively.

e The Western Province accounted for 50.8% of total cases, with the Colombo Municipal Council (CMC)
contributing 6.5%, the rest of Colombo District 21.9%.

Figure 13. Number of new dengue cases by week in Sri Lanka from week 1 of 2017 to week 9 of 2026.
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Sources: Epidemiology Unit and National Dengue Control Unit, Ministry of Health - 2017 to 2020; 2021 to 2025

14 National Dengue Control Unit (NDCU), Ministry of Health, Sri Lanka. National Dengue Control Unit [Internet]. 2025 [cited
2026 Mar 09]. Available from: https://www.dengue.health.gov.lk/web/index.php/en/ ; Sri Lanka weekly Dengue update.
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e During February 2026, a total of 1 288 cases of dengue were reported in Thailand, a 32% decrease compared
to January 2026 (n=1 903).

e During February 2026, two dengue deaths were reported, which compares to one death reported in January
2026.

e In 2026, as of 28 February, a total of 3 191 dengue cases and three dengue-related death has been reported.

This is 51% of the number of cases (n=6 274) and 38% of the number of deaths (n=8) reported during the same
period in 2025.

Figure 14. Number of new cases of dengue by month in Thailand from January 2018 to February 2026
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Source: WHO Global dengue surveillance
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