
 
Note for the Record  

Second Meeting of the United Nations Thematic Working Group on Noncommunicable 
Diseases, 10 October 2019, Bangkok, Thailand  

 
Introduction 
The second meeting of the United Nations Thematic Working Group (UNTWG) on 
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) was held on Thursday 10 October 2019 from 1.30 PM to 3.30 
PM at the UN Conference Centre in Bangkok, Thailand.  The meeting was co-chaired by Ms 
Deirdre Boyd, UN Resident Co-ordinator for Thailand and Dr Suwannachai 
Wattanayingcharoenchai, Director General, Department of Disease Control, Ministry of Public 
Health. The list of attendees is attached.  
 
The UNTWG was established on 5 April 2019 to jointly address the serious threat of NCDs in 
Thailand.  The UNTWG is a unique partnership that brings together government ministries, civil 
society organizations and UN agencies to discuss progress and challenges related to the 
implementation of the recommendations of the United Nations Inter Agency Task Force 
(UNIATF) Mission (28-30 August 2018).   

 
Agenda 1: Update/progress on implementation of UNIATF recommendations 
 
Key updates/progress with reference to UNIATF recommendations1: 
• # 1.1: The national NCD multisectoral committee will be chaired by the new health minister 

who is also the Deputy Prime Minister. This is a good opportunity to increase engagement of 
various government ministries for the NCD issues.   

• # 1.2: UNDP will convene a multisectoral seminar on 27 November to discuss the linkages 
between NCDs and SDGs and to identify appropriate actions by different sectors. 

• # 1.6: ThaiHealth in collaboration with seven national health agencies is developing the 
concept for a learning hub for global health, universal health coverage and health promotion. 
This includes designing learning programmes, tools and activities with a focus on 
strengthening the capacity of change agents and networks across nations.  

• # 2.2: UNEP in collaboration with the Ministry of National Resources and Environment and 
Chulabhorn Research Institute conducted and disseminated results of a study on health and 
economic impact assessment of air pollution in Thailand. The findings of the study will be 
used for continued advocacy for driving actions to control air pollution. 

• # 2.3: MoPH has built a policy forum for sodium reduction, which includes participation from 
the civil society. The main objective of the forum is to identify critical barriers in policy 
development and implementation and take targeted action to address the barriers.  UNAIDS 
conducted a situation assessment of NCDs among people living with HIV. This will help to 
better understand the interface between NCDs and HIV and should facilitate engaging a 
larger number of civil society organisations in the NCD agenda. 

• # 3.1: Ministry of Finance increased the tax on “roll your own” tobacco from 1 October 2019.  
A UN joint press release for the World No Tobacco day (31 May), touching on increased 
tobacco taxation, was issued as a partnership initiative of WHO, UNDP and the RC’s office. 

                                                           
1 https://www.who.int/thailand/activities/catalyzing-multisectoral-actions-to-reduce-ncds-risk--factors 



• # 3.2. Ministry of Finance progressively increased the tax on sugary beverages (as planned) 
from 1 October 2019.  

• # 3.4: Ministry of Public Health enforced the plain packaging regulation with effect from 10 
September 2019. 

• # 4.4: UNICEF jointly with WHO, FAO and WFP convened a partners’ meeting on 6 September 
to highlight the emerging burden of childhood obesity and the need to ban inappropriate 
marketing to children of unhealthy food and beverages. A technical working group will 
continue working on drafting the scope of the regulation in consultation with stakeholders.  

Action points:  
• WHO to explore and support assigning ThaiHealth as a global collaborating centre for health 

promotion  
• UN agencies to continue supporting government ministries and civil society in implementing 

the UNIATF recommendations.  
 
 

Agenda 2. Promoting healthy lifestyles in educational settings  
 
Key observations/discussion points 

• Since 2008, the Office of Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education has sent out a 
series of letters to all education institutions requesting for cooperation to ban carbonated 
and sugary food and drinks in schools.   

• A major challenge is that the policy is on a voluntary basis and currently implemented only 
in a limited number of public schools.  

• Available evidence shows that voluntary measures are not effective in implementing public 
policies.  Given the dramatic rise in obesity and other NCD risk factors, stronger measures 
are needed to curb the availability of unhealthy food and beverages in educational 
institutions.  

 
Action points: 

• MoPH and MoE to work together with support from UN agencies to move forward a 
ministerial regulation to ban the sale of carbonated and sugary drinks in all educational 
facilities. 

 
 

Agenda 3. Promoting healthy lifestyles in organization settings—proposal for adoption of 
healthy lifestyle policies by government and UN agencies 
 
Key observations/discussion points 

• In the context of UNIATF recommendation # 1.5 (to identify champions in health and 
non-health sectors), and to set a good example for Thai youth to adopt healthy lifestyles, 
it was proposed that government agencies, especially the ministry of public health and 
the UN set an example for promoting healthy behaviours.  For example: 

o Ensure that all government and UN premises are smoke free   
o Ensure that all government and UN premises are alcohol free  
o All functions/receptions of UN and Thai Government are smoke free and alcohol free  
o Cafeterias and meetings/receptions to serve more healthy food options which are low 

in salt, sugar and fat, and high on vegetables and fruits 
o Offer options for subsidizing healthy food in cafeterias  



o Serve and subsidize healthy beverages such as water and avoid serving sugary drinks 
o Include appropriate breaks during meetings, with opportunities for physical activity  

 
Action points:  

• MoPH will invite public and private organizations to participate in a competitive 
campaign for adopting healthy lifestyles at work places. The UN will come up with 
a note on actions taken/suggested guidelines for reducing NCD risk factors within 
UN premises.        

 
Agenda 4. Tobacco control—burden and challenges 
Key discussion points 

• Tobacco use continues to impose a high health and economic toll. New products such as e-
cigarettes are posing a serious threat to the nation’s youth.    

• Amidst much industry pressure, the Prime Minister showed great leadership by supporting 
the ban on e-cigarettes, citing the need to prevent harm to children and young people. 

• There are strong laws for tobacco control but their enforcement is weak.  
• Currently half of all smokers in Thailand use “roll your own” tobacco or RYO Even though 

tax on cigarettes has increased over the years and is nearly 75% of retail value (as 
recommended by WHO), smokers switch to RYO cigarettes, which are much less expensive. 

• More investment is needed by the government to support smokers to quit tobacco use and 
ratify the WHO FCTC Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products.  

Action points:  
• UN agencies to continue to advocate and provide technical support to the government for 

prioritizing tobacco control with proper budget allocation, better enforcement of laws, 
investing in tobacco cessation, adopting a single tax rate, and acceding to the WHO FCTC 
Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products.      

 
Agenda 5.  Closing and next steps  
 
Key discussion points: 

• Progress to address NCDs is stalled by industry interference and political inertia.    
• It is important to communicate the findings of the UNTWG to the Prime Minister 

through appropriate channels, such as through the national NCD multisectoral 
committee, or by arranging another meeting with the Prime Minister, as appropriate.     

 
Action points:  

• Secretariat to circulate the minutes of the second UNTWG meeting  
• Partners to continue meeting informally to make progress on implementing the 

UNAITF recommendations    
• The third UNTWG meeting will be hosted by ThaiHealth on Thursday, 2 April 2020  
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Government agencies 
 
Ministry of Public Health 
1. Dr Suwannachai 
Wattanayingcharoenchai 
Director-General  
Department of Disease Control 
Suwannachai.ddc@gmail.com  
 
2. Dr Sasithorn Tangsawad 
Director, Bureau of NCDs 
Department of Diseases Control 
sasitth@gmail.com  
 
3. Dr Siriwan Pitayarangsarit 
Deputy Director, Bureau of NCDs  
Department of Disease Control 
pitayarangsarit@gmail.com  
 
4. Mr Pongsathon Sawaree 
Legal officer 
Department of Disease Control 
pj_915@hotmail.com  
 
5. Ms Suphanna Charoenkul 
Public Health Technical Officer 
Bureau of NCDs 
Department of Disease Control 
ncdplan@gmail.com  
 
6. Ms Benjawan Chuaytem 
Public Health Technical Officer 
Bureau of NCDs 
Department of Disease Control 
ncdplan@gmail.com  
 
7. Mr Kridsada Kaewngern 
General Administration Officer  
kridsada.bird@gmail.com  

 
Ministry of Interior 
 

Office of the Prime Minister 
8. Mrs Manaswee Arjunaka 
Policy and Plan Analyst, International 
Affairs Division 
Secretariat of the Prime Minister 
manasweear@hotmail.com  
 
Ministry of Commerce 
9. Ms Witchaya Promswat            
Trade Officer, Department of Trade 
Negotiations 
witchaya.moc@gmail.com  
 
Ministry of Education 
10. Ms Wareephan Watcharangkun 
Plan and Social Plan Analyst 
Office of the Permanent Secretary 
wareephan@hotmail.com  
 
11. Ms Acharaporn Tangutaisuk         
Deputy Director, Office of the Basic 
Education Commission, Student 
Activities Development 
Atcharaporn.tan@gmail.com  

12. Ms Darakorn Phensiri            
Foreign Relations Officer, Office of the 
Basic Education Commission, Student 
Activities Development 
darakornphensiri@hotmail.com  
 
13. Mr Pongsakorn Rudravanija 
Foreign Relations Officer, Bureau of 
International Cooperation  
aorlyrics@gmail.com  
 
Ministry of Industry 
14. Ms Pattamawan Khunprasert 
Scientist 
Industrial Safety Technology Promotion 
Division 
Department of Industrial Works 
pattamawan.k@diw.mail.go.th  
 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

mailto:Suwannachai.ddc@gmail.com
mailto:sasitth@gmail.com
mailto:pitayarangsarit@gmail.com
mailto:pj_915@hotmail.com
mailto:ncdplan@gmail.com
mailto:ncdplan@gmail.com
mailto:kridsada.bird@gmail.com
mailto:manasweear@hotmail.com
mailto:witchaya.moc@gmail.com
mailto:wareephan@hotmail.com
mailto:Atcharaporn.tan@gmail.com
mailto:darakornphensiri@hotmail.com
mailto:aorlyrics@gmail.com
mailto:pattamawan.k@diw.mail.go.th


15. Ms Atipha Vadhanaphong 
Second Secretary 
Department of International 
Organizations 
atipha.v@gmail.com  
 
Ministry of Finance 
16. Dr Maneekwan Chandarasorn 
Director, Excise Tax Policy Division 
maneekwan@gmail.com   

17. Mr Nattapol Supadulya 
Senior Economist  
Fiscal Policy Office 
nsupadulya@gmail.com  
 
18. Ms Oranit Pansuwan  
Economist  
Fiscal Policy Office 
oranit.psw@gmail.com  
 
Ministry of Labor 
19. Mr Thawesit Boontham Director of 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Strategy Group, Dept of Labor 
Protection and Welfare 
thawesit@gmail.com  

Office of the National Economic and 
Social Development Council 
20. Ms Worawan Plikhamin 
Director of Human and Social 
Development Division 
worawan@nesdc.go.th  
 
21. Mr Nutsuchon Intrawut 
Plan and Policy Analyst 
nutsuchon@nesdc.go.th  
 
National Broadcasting and 
Telecommunications Commission 
22. Ms Bongkod Kongchaisareepahb 
Senior Policy and Planning Officer 
bongkod.k@nbtc.go.th  
 

23. Ms Korapim Wuttiwong 
Policy and Planning Officer 
korapim.w@nbtc.go.th  
 
 
Civil Society 
 
24. Dr Prakit Vathesatogkit 
Executive Secretary 
Action on Smoking and Health 
Foundation Thailand 
prakit@ashthailand.or.th  
 
25. Dr Wannee Nitiyanant 
President 
Thai NCD Alliance 
wannee.nit@mahidol.ac.th  
 
26. Dr Kumnuan Ungchusak 
Chairperson, NCD Sub-Steering 
Committee and Advisor, Department of 
Disease Control 
Kum.ungchusak@gmail.com  

27. Dr Thanaphan Suksaard   
Researcher, International Health Policy 
and Planning 
Thanaphan@ihpp.thaigov.net  
 
Thai Health Promotion Foundation 
28. Dr Supreda Adulyanon                  
CEO 
supreda@thaihealth.or.th  

29. Dr Pairoj Saonuam               
Director, Healthy Lifestyle Promotion 
Section pairoj@thaihealth.or.th   
 
30. Mr Rungsun Munkong  
International Relations Expert, 
Partnership and International Relations 
Section rungsun@thaihealth.or.th  
 
31. Ms Nootchawan 
Bonruangkitinandha, Technical Officer, 
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Healthy Lifestyle Promotion Section 
nootchawan@thaihealth.or.th  
 
 
UN Agencies 
 
FAO 
 
UNAIDS 
32. Dr Patchara Benjarattanaporn 
Country Director 
benjarattanapornp@unaids.org  
 
UNDP 
33. Mr Hakan Bjorkman Asia-Pacific 
Regional Team Leader for HIV, Health 
and Development 
hakan.bjorkman@undp.org  
 
34. Kazuyuki Uji 
Policy Specialist, HIV, Health and 
Inclusive Development  
kazuyuki.uji@undp.org  
 
35. Mashida Rashid 
mashida.rashid@undp.org  
 
UN Environment 
36. Ms Maria Katherina Patdu  
Associate Programme Officer for Asia 
Pacific Clean Air Partnership (APCAP) 
mariakatherina.patdu@un.org  
 
 
UNFPA 
 
 
UN HABITAT 

 

UNICEF 

37. Ms Napat Phisanbut 
Communication for Development 
Officer 

nphisanbut@unicef.org  
 
UNRC  
38. Ms Deirdre Boyd 
UN Resident Coordinator  
Deirdre.boyd@one.un.org      
 
39. Ms Pitcha Ngamnarongkit 
pitcha.ngamnarongkit@one.un.org  
 
 
WFP 
 
 
WHO 
40. Dr Daniel Kertesz 
WHO Representative 
kerteszd@who.int  
 
41. Dr Renu Garg 
Medical Officer, NCDs 
gargr@who.int  
 
42. Dr Sushera Bunluesin 
National Professional Officer 
bunluesins@who.int  
 
43. Mrs Ganokrat Techanuntra 
Executive Assistant (Programme) 
teachanuntrag@who.int  
 
44. Mrs Nathaporn Wongsantativanich 
Associate (Office of the WHO 
Representative) 
wanijjapiwongn@who.int  
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