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WHO GUIDELINES FOR DRINKING-WATER QUALITY



Response form for public review

Document title: PFOS and PFOA in Drinking-water, Draft background document for development of WHO Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality


Author: World Health Organization

Background
One of the primary goals of WHO and its member states is that “all people, whatever their stage of development and their social and economic conditions, have the right to have access to an adequate supply of safe drinking water.” A major WHO function to achieve such goals is the responsibility “to propose ... regulations, and to make recommendations with respect to international health matters ....”

The first WHO document dealing specifically with public drinking-water quality was published in 1958 as International Standards for Drinking-water. It was subsequently revised in 1963 and in 1971 under the same title. In 1984–1985, the first edition of the WHO Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality (GDWQ) was published in three volumes: Volume 1, Recommendations; Volume 2, Health criteria and other supporting information; and Volume 3, Surveillance and control of community supplies. Second editions of these volumes were published in 1993, 1996 and 1997,
respectively. Addenda to Volumes 1 and 2 of the second edition were published in 1998, addressing selected chemicals. An addendum on microbiological aspects reviewing selected microorganisms was published in 2002. In 2004, Volume 1 and Volume 2 of the GDWQ were revised, combined and published as the 3rd edition of the GDWQ.  Following a further revision and publication of addenda, the 4th edition of the GDWQ was published in 2011 and the 1st addendum to the 4th edition was published in 2017. 

The GDWQ are subject to a rolling revision process. Through this process, microbial, chemical and radiological aspects of drinking-water are subject to periodic review, and documentation related to aspects of protection and control of public drinking-water quality is accordingly prepared/updated. Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), including perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), have not previously been considered in the WHO GDWQ nor the International Standards for Drinking-Water. These compounds are currently being considered for inclusion in the 3rd addendum to the 4th edition of the GDWQ, for publication in Q4 of 2022 or Q1 of 2023. 

Public review process
As part of the GDWQ document preparation and adoption process, all chemical background documents are subject to international peer and public review. Please note that comments provided will not be posted to the public web site. The details given on the comment form will not be voluntarily shared or sold to any outside company and will only be used for verification. Please note that WHO reserves the right to contact reviewers in case comments require further clarification. By submitting ideas and comments in response to this questionnaire, you agree to abide by the instructions and accept the terms to which submissions are subject in all respects. 

When reviewing, please keep in mind the following: 
· The document has yet to be edited and therefore focus of comments should be on technical aspects, rather than language, format or other editorial issues. 
· Notify page, section number and line number for easier handling of comments. 
· A summary of the background document will be included as a fact sheet in the next addendum of the GDWQ.


Please complete the following details
Name	:	Click or tap here to enter text.
First name	:	Click or tap here to enter text.
Function	:	Click or tap here to enter text.
Institution	:	Click or tap here to enter text.
E-mail	:	Click or tap here to enter text.

Please choose one of the alternatives below: 
☐	I wish my review to be kept confidential
☐	My name can be disclosed to the authors and included in the background document to the GDWQ. 

Please send your completed review by e-mail to gdwq@who.int by 11 November 2022.

As a sign of recognition for your work, all reviewers that have given their consent, will be acknowledged in the final background document to the GDWQ.
We are seeking feedback on the following areas 

Wherever possible, please provide references to information you cite and indicate page, section number and line number for easier handling of comments. 

Does this text respond to an issue of concern? 
Click or tap here to enter text.

Does this text compete or complement other publications in the area – if so, which?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Is the level of guidance and information provided appropriate? Please consider the practical aspects and conclusion sections in particular. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

Are there major omissions that should be corrected? 
Click or tap here to enter text.

Is there superfluous information that could be omitted?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Are there errors of fact or interpretation that should be corrected – if so, what?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Additional comments
Click or tap here to enter text.
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