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“What can medical journals do? Our task 
is to educate ourselves and others about 
racism. We must support Black and 
minority ethnic health workers. And we 
must use evidence and our values to 
speak out for Black and minority ethnic 
communities. The Lancet is a journal with 
a deep colonial history: the journal has 
published work that supported the health 
of settler colonialists and that prioritised 
their health over those who were 
dominated and oppressed. We need not 
only to acknowledge this history, but also 
to find ways to use science as an 
instrument for social change.” 





“The optical message for our communities doesn't 
reflect our values nor our work. The Lancet is also 
missing out on diverse perspectives.”

“…something that, in all honesty, I personally find 
unsettling for an organisation operating in 2020, 
perhaps even more so when working on issues related 
to the health of people in low- and middle-income 
countries.” 

Our own workplace…



Our mission 

This group will be a space for telling the truth, actively 
listening, celebrating, and promoting the work of our 
colleagues, and to turn our pledges into action. 

We need to understand the extent of the lack of racial and 
ethnic diversity in our own workforce as well as 
contributors. 

We will review the policies and processes of The Lancet 
journals for inviting peer reviewers, commissioning 
authors, and appointing members to our Editorial Advisory 
Boards to ensure that we improve the representation of 
experts from racial and ethnic minorities.

In the long term, we will build on our work on gender 
equity and, more broadly, the use of intersectional 
analysis on discrimination to improve our recruitment 
policies and promote greater diversity in our workforce.

We will also adapt our editorial style guide to ensure 
consistent use of inclusive language.



Advancing racial equality in our content 

~150 pieces of content added to the hub since May 2020





Profiles 



Decolonising global health 



Looking ahead

We will dedicate a special themed 
issue of The Lancet on racial and 
ethnic inequalities in science, 
health, and medicine.

We are establishing a global 
advisory board of individuals to 
help guide us on our mission.

Formal call for papers to follow.

Other Lancet projects in the works:
➢ Race, health, and xenophobia
➢ Mental health of black 

Americans
➢ Commission on reparations and 

redistributive justice in the US.



A long road ahead to eliminating systemic racism in health care and 

academia. 

Clearly, fundamental societal change is required alongside stronger 

institutional policies and commitments within areas of science, medicine, and 

global health.

Journals are one part of that collective effort – we must be bold, creative and 

disruptive, and we intend to use the power that we have to drive change…



Thank you 

Please contact us if you have any questions or would like 

to find out more about our work:

Pamela Das pamela.das@lancet.com

Mandip Aujla mandip.aujla@lancet.com
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