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Background
In response to the growing recognition by Pacific 
leaders of the need to reduce the health impacts of 
climate change, the Pacific Heads of Health Meeting 
in 2024 formally endorsed the establishment 
of the Pacific Network for Health and Climate 
Change (PNHCC), comprised of Ministry of Health 
representatives from Pacific Island Countries 
and Territories (PICTs), regional organizations, 
academic and research institutions, and partner 
and donor organizations. Later that same year, the 
inaugural Pan-Pacific Conference on Climate and 
Health, convened in Nadi, Fiji, between 2 and 6 of 
September 2024 resulted in the endorsement of 27 
recommendations for advancing action on health 
and climate change in the Pacific, structured under 
six key thematic areas:

1.	Leadership and Governance;
2.	Enhanced Collaboration, Coordination  

and Networking;
3.	Capacity-Building;
4.	Monitoring, Research and Data Sharing;
5.	Climate Financing;
6.	Public Awareness and Engagement.

One recommendation also called for the 
establishment of the Health and Climate Change 
Technical Working Group (HCC-TWG) to support 
the PNHCC, with the HCC-TWG tasked to refine 

and support the implementation of the 27 
recommendations, which led to the process 
to develop this Pacific Network for Health and 
Climate Change Action Plan 2026-2028.

This action plan sets out key actions to be 
taken between 2026-2028 to implement the 27 
recommendations from the inaugural Pan-Pacific 
Conference on Climate and Health with the 
objective of accelerating coordinated action on 
health and climate change in the Pacific.

The action plan is endorsed and owned by the 
PNHCC. The HCC-TWG is responsible for facilitating 
the overall coordination and implementation of the 
plan. The HCC-TWG may delegate this responsibility 
to the HCC-TWG Secretariat. 

Progress against the plan will be reported on by 
the HCC-TWG to the PNHCC annually at the annual 
PNHCC meeting, including when that meeting is 
combined with the biennial Pacific Conference on 
Health and Climate Change (PCHCC). Additional 
updates may be provided at the Pacific Heads of 
Health and Pacific Health Ministers Meeting.

Key acronyms
Health and Climate Change 
Technical Working Group

HCC-TWG

Pacific Conference on Health and 
Climate Change

PCHCC

Pacific Network for Health and 
Climate Change

PNHCC
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A Call to Action to 
Accelerate Health and 
Climate Action in the Pacific
Pacific people, particularly those living in Small 
Island Developing States (SIDS), are at the 
forefront of climate change. Their islands are 
facing the reality of sea level rise, increasing 
tropical cyclones, floods, and prolonged dry 
weather that are increasingly influencing disease 
patterns and challenging physical, mental and 
social well-being. Climate change poses both 
direct and indirect threats to health, including 
increased frequency of extreme weather events 
affecting health infrastructure and increasing 
risks of injuries and fatalities, rising temperatures 
leading to heat-related illnesses, shifts in vector-
borne and zoonotic diseases (e.g., dengue, malaria, 
leptospirosis), food and water insecurity, mental 
health impacts and non-communicable diseases.

Across the region, health-care facilities are not 
sufficiently prepared to effectively respond to 
and recover from the impacts of climate change, 
which threatens the health and safety of Pacific 
populations. Some facilities lack critical systems 
necessary for proper functioning, such as 
electricity, water supply and waste management, 
medical and laboratory equipment, internet 
connectivity, as well as sufficient health 
workforce support. This situation makes these 
health-care facilities extremely vulnerable to 
climate change, with climate change−induced 
disruptions to health services set to escalate, 
with projections showing that SIDS will continue 
to face worsening climate change impacts. 

These impacts have raised concerns amongst 
health leaders who recognize the urgent need 
for accelerated action on health and climate 
change action in the Pacific, leading to growing 
momentum on tackling the multi-faceted impacts. 
Aligned with the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific 
Continent vision, Pacific regional meetings − such 
as the 15th Pacific Health Ministers Meeting 
(2023), the Pacific Heads of Health Meeting (2024) 
and the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting 
(2024) − have emphasized the urgency of health 
and climate change interventions. At the 53rd 
Pacific Island Forum Leaders Meeting in August 
2024, Pacific leaders acknowledged that building 
resilient health systems through climate-resilient 
health-care infrastructure is essential to mitigate 
risks and manage climate-sensitive diseases 

effectively. The leaders recognized the importance 
of prioritizing investment in climate-resilient 
and environmentally sustainable health-care 
facilities (CRESHCF), and to advocate for increased 
international climate finance to support the 
transition towards CRESHCF.

The Pacific Heads of Health Meeting in 2024 
formally endorsed the establishment of the 
PNHCC. Later that same year, from September 
2-6, 2024, the inaugural Pan-Pacific Conference on 
Climate and Health was convened. The conference 
aimed to strategically engage in critical dialogue, 
information exchange, and capacity development 
to optimize health and climate change financing 
support for the PICTs to implement and upscale 
health and climate change programming and 
priority action implementation. Recommendations 
from the conference were documented to guide 
future actions, with a HCC-TWG established and 
tasked to refine and support the implementation of 
the recommendations, which led to the process to 
develop this Pacific Network for Health and Climate 
Change Action Plan 2026-2028.

Inaugural Pan-Pacific 
Conference on Climate and 
Health Recommendations
The inaugural Pan-Pacific Conference on 
Climate and Health, convened in Nadi, Fiji, 
between 2 and 6 of September 2024 resulted 
in the endorsement of 27 recommendations 
for advancing health and climate action for the 
Pacific. These detailed recommendations are 
categorized into six thematic areas, and form the 
basis of this action plan (see Annex A for further 
details on the recommendations):

1.	Leadership and Governance: Support  
country’s leadership and governance for 
international, regional, and national collabo-
ration and climate negotiations.

2.	 Enhanced Collaboration, Coordination and 
Networking: Strengthen cooperative efforts 
among PICTs to share resources, knowledge, 
and strategies for climate resilience. 

3.	Capacity Building: Increase technical and 
managerial capacities within PICTs to effectively 
address health and climate change challenges.

4.	Monitoring, Research and Data Sharing: 
Improve health and climate data collection, 
monitoring, evaluation and sharing to inform 
policy decisions and track progress. This will 
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provide an evidence base for interventions 
and project implementation.

5. Climate Financing: Enhance access to
financial resources for climate adaptation, loss
and damage and mitigation projects that also
address health issues.

6. Public Awareness and Engagement: Raise
awareness and engage local communities
in climate change initiatives to foster
grassroots support.

Process to Develop the Action Plan
The process to develop the action plan started with the Workshop to Develop the Pacific Health and Climate 
Change Implementation Plan held in Nadi, Fiji from 3 to 5 September 2025.

The workshop aimed to advance the development of a regional health and climate change action plan 
to operationalize the recommendations from the 2024 inaugural Pan-Pacific Conference on Climate and 
Health. Thirty participants from countries and development partners attended the meetings (see Annex 
B). Following the workshop, the drafting, validation and finalization and launching followed the below 
timeline. This extended timeline allowed for extensive opportunities for consultation on the plan.

Figure 1. Timeline for the Development and Launching of the  
Pacific Network for Health and Climate Change Action Plan 2026-2028

Workshop to develop the Action Plan - Nadi, Fiji 
(3 to 5 September 2025)

February  
2026

Draft Action Plan circulated to the HCC-TWG for review

May  
2026

Revised draft Action Plan circulated to PNHCC for review

June 
2026

Final draft Action Plan endorsed by the HCC-TWG

August 
2026

Action Plan approved at Pacific Heads of Health

September 
2026

Official launch of the final Action Plan at the Second Pacific 
Conference on Health and Climate Change

September 
2025
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Pacific Network for Health and Climate Change  
Action Plan 2026-2028

Figure 2. The Pacific Network for Health and Climate Change Action Plan 2026-2028 
is structured around six thematic areas that reflect the recommendations of 
the inaugural Pan-Pacific Conference on Health and Climate Change

The following outlined actions are scheduled by year of expected implementation with assigned 
responsible entities to oversee implementation. 

Build CapacityCollaboration, Coordination 
and Networking

Public Awareness 
and Engagement

Leadership and 
Governance

Climate FinancingMonitoring, Research 
and Data Sharing

© WHO / Yoshi Shimizu
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Leadership and Governance

2026
Action Responsible

Establish and operationalize a Technical Working Group of the PNHCC with 
approved Terms of Reference (TOR)

HCC-TWG

Undertake a Pacific landscape stocktaking exercise to understand barriers 
and opportunities for strengthening leadership and governance for 
accelerating health and climate action in the Pacific. 

WHO Division of Pacific Technical 
Support (WHO DPS)

Develop and launch the shared regional Pacific Network for Health and 
Climate Change Action Plan 2026-2028

HCC-TWG and PNHCC with support 
from HCC-TWG Secretariat

Encourage PICT MoH to join the Alliance for Transformative Action on 
Climate and Health (ATACH) - share details of process to join ATACH 
including by disseminating a brief about what ATACH offers and how to 
join, and provide onboarding support once a country has joined

HCC-TWG / WHO DPS 

Ensure strong Ministerial level participation at COP31 to effectively 
represent the situation of PICs in terms of health and climate change

PICs

2027-2028
Action Responsible

MoH to identify health and climate change focal points – with at least 
one at operational level and at least one at senior leadership level – and 
communicate the names to the HCC-TWG

PICTs / HCC-TWG

Develop an input for the Pacific Island Leaders Forum, to enable forum 
leaders to advance Pacific health and climate change at COP32 and beyond

PICTs and HCC-TWG

Establish a MoH led health and climate change coordination mechanism 
for each PICT, including exploring options to establish it within existing 
coordination mechanisms on climate change, and develop recommendations 
on ways to avoid duplication with other sectors (e.g. establishing coordination 
mechanisms between health and climate change/agriculture and climate 
change/One Health), particularly when working with communities

PICTs, with support from HCC-
TWG / HCC-TWG to develop the 
recommendations

Countries to finalise HNAPs, or health and climate change component of 
the most relevant country document, with costed implementation plan

PICTs with support from Health 
Adaptation Plan Technical Working 
Group (HAP-TWG), Council of 
Regional Organisations of the 
Pacific (CROP) Agencies and 
Development Partners
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Collaboration, Coordination, and Networking

2026
Action Responsible

Develop and finalize the TOR for the HCC-TWG. HCC-TWG Secretariat to 
support to identify members from PICTs to join TWG

HCC-TWG and HCC-TWG Secretariat

Convene HCC-TWG meetings for exchanging on health and climate change 
on at least a half yearly basis

HCC-TWG and HCC-TWG Secretariat

Conduct biennial PCHCC in 2026 as the primary regional convening for 
regional level collaboration, coordination and networking on health and 
climate change

HCC-TWG, PNHCC and  
HCC-TWG Secretariat

Develop a shared Pacific agenda on health and climate change in relation 
to the Pacific SIDS (PSIDS) and UNFCCC Pre-COP and COP31. Coordinate 
COP activities related to health and climate change

HCC-TWG and PNHCC / PICs

2027-2028
Action Responsible

Convene HCC-TWG meetings on at least a half yearly basis (ongoing) HCC-TWG and HCC-TWG Secretariat

Convene annual PNHCC meeting (which may be linked to a biennial PCHCC 
event) (ongoing)

HCC-TWG, PNHCC and HCC-TWG 
Secretariat

Support the participation of Pacific stakeholders at the UNFCCC 
intersessional, pre-COPs and COPs

PICTs, CROP Agencies and 
Development Partners

Conduct biennial PCHCC in 2028 as the primary regional convening for 
regional level collaboration, coordination and networking on health and 
climate change (ongoing)

HCC-TWG, PNHCC and Secretariat

Attend UNFCCC meetings and other symposia within and beyond the 
region including COP32/33 events

PICTs, CROP Agencies and 
Development Partners
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Capacity Building

2026
Action Responsible

Prepare and share a list of basic introductory courses on health and 
climate change, including courses at the One Health intersection with 
other sectors

SPC and HCC-TWG

Assessment of country specific MoH capacity development and long-term 
sustained support needs required for successfully adapting to the impacts 
of climate change on human health and develop plans for sustained 
delivery support

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development 
Partners

Deliver face to face in-country trainings on health and climate change 
including through ongoing projects

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development 
Partners

Implement and scale up regional and national health and  
climate change projects

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development 
Partners

Organize writing workshops for PICTs for writing health and climate 
change funding applications (e.g., Global Environment Facility (GEF), Green 
Climate Fund (GCF) and Adaptation Fund)

SPC Climate Finance Unit /  
Cook Islands

2027-2028
Action Responsible

Provide technical support to guide countries and assist legislative 
reviews e.g., development/revision/updating of Public Health Act for the 
integration of strengthened health and climate change actions

WHO DPS / SPC

Facilitate peer-to-peer learning by leveraging successful examples to be 
presented in HCC-TWG meetings and PNHCC workshops or meetings (such 
as at the biennial PCHCC)

HCC-TWG with support  
from Secretariat

Facilitate training opportunities for health and climate change 
professionals on key topics, including data management and analysis skills. 
Training could include – Data collection tools, Data Management, Mapping/
GIS, Early Warning Systems, MEL

CROP Agencies and  
Development Partners

Organize writing workshops for PICs for writing health and climate change 
funding applications (e.g., GEF, GCF and Adaptation Fund) (ongoing)

SPC Climate Finance Unit /  
Cook Islands
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Monitoring, Research, and Data Sharing

2026
Action Responsible

Undertake regional mapping of health and climate change data resources 
(e.g., Mana Dashboard, Pacific Data Hub, PCCC Portal, PPHSN, and 
internationally (e.g., Lancet))

HCC-TWG

2027-2028
Action Responsible

Identify ways to improve standardization of data protocols to ensure 
consistency and comparability of data across different regions and sectors. 
This may include guidance on Data Sharing Platforms that facilitate the 
sharing of health and climate change data among stakeholders, including 
governments, researchers, and NGOs

PICTs and WHO DPS

Develop Pacific health-climate indicators that align with country and regional 
indicators and frameworks (including this action plan) as well as with UNFCCC 
Global Goal on Adaptation indicators. Develop a dashboard using developed 
indicators to track progress on health and climate change in the Pacific

HCC-TWG

Establish or identify a centralized data repository and encourage PICTs and 
partners to contribute and access shared health and climate data: 

Create a page or section on the Pacific Data Hub under the Climate Change 
and Environmental Sustainability link to include health and climate change 
updates from the HCC-TWG. This section should provide access to knowledge 
products, guides, data sharing and insights on the network

The database can include best practices, including examples of health and 
climate change projects and stories highlighting Pacific perspectives and work

CROP Agencies

Expand collaboration between MoH, climate agencies, and academics to 
strengthen climate informed health early warning systems

WHO DPS and SPC

Advocate for existing/new research grants to focus on health and climate 
change in the region

CROP Agencies and Development 
Partners

Increase studies on health and climate change focusing on vulnerable groups 
(e.g., remote or relocated populations, GEDSI etc.)

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development 
Partners

Support and facilitate health and climate change research and publications – 
building on existing symposia and publications

Academic Institutions
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Climate Financing

2026
Action Responsible

Undertake regional landscape stocktake mapping current climate finance/
projects and their funding mechanisms

WHO DPS

Deliver training on climate finance for health officials SPC / WHO

Support countries to navigate climate finance access pathways (e.g. 
engagement with accredited entities, alignment with GCF/GEF/Adaptation 
Fund programming, and development of programmatic or multi-country 
approaches), including support for the development of full health and 
climate change proposals for funding from multilateral (GCF, GEF, Adaptation 
Fund, Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD)) and bilateral 
funders, exploring shared regional support for proposal development.

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development Partners

2027-2028
Action Responsible

Develop linked investment plans and climate finance roadmaps to secure 
finance for implementing HNAPs, including more immediate interim 
personnel and financial assistance needs.

PICs

Hold peer to peer knowledge sharing sessions on funding  
proposal development.

HCC-TWG and Cook Islands

Secure health and climate change funding through the  
Pacific Resilience Facility.

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development Partners

Development of full health and climate change proposals for funding 
from multilateral (GCF, GEF, Adaptation Fund, FRLD) and bilateral funders 
(continued from 2026).

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development Partners

© DG- Tuvalu/Funafuti| SPC/Josephhing
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Public Awareness and Community Engagement 

2026
Action Responsible

Launch public health and climate change education campaigns using existing 
mechanisms/forums/platforms, aligning with key regional and national 
calendar events such as Health Day, Environment Day, Environmental Health 
Day, national health symposia, and regional health symposia.

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development Partners

Advocate for opportunities to incorporate cultural practices and traditional 
knowledge into health and climate change adaptation initiatives

PICTs / SPC Climate Change Flagship 
and Human Rights and Social 
Development Division.

Support a campaign to elevate Pacific stories and solutions in the lead up 
to the Pacific Pre-COP and COP31.

HCC-TWG and PNHCC

2027-2028 
Action Responsible

Provide support to community groups advocating for health  
and climate change

CROP Agencies and  
Development Partners

Develop ‘targeted’ modular Information Education and Communication 
(IEC) materials focusing on health and climate change (audio-visual etc.) that 
incorporate traditional knowledge relevant to health and climate change

PICTs with support from CROP 
Agencies and Development Partners

Putting the Plan into Action
The action plan is endorsed and owned by the 
PNHCC. The HCC-TWG is responsible for overall 
coordination of the plan implementation to 
maximize complementarity of stakeholder action 
and minimize duplication of efforts. The HCC-
TWG may delegate this responsibility to the HCC-
TWG Secretariat.

Progress against the plan will be reported on by 
the HCC-TWG to the PNHCC annually at the annual 

PNHCC meeting, including when that meeting is 
combined with the biennial PCHCC. Additional 
updates may be provided at Pacific Heads of 
Health and Pacific Health Minister’s Meeting.

The action plan review and revision/updating 
process will start at the 2027 annual PNHCC 
meeting, with the aim for an updated action plan 
to be launched at the 2028 PCHCC.
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Annexes
Annex A: Recommendations from the  
2024 Pan-Pacific Conference on Climate and Health
Recommendations from the conference are 
summarized below. These are not meant to be fully 
comprehensive but rather reflect the discussions 
arising at the conference.

1.	Leadership and Governance – Support 
country’s leadership and governance 
for international, regional, and national 
collaboration and negotiations.

 Recommendation:
a.	 Organize a climate and health pacific 

landscape mapping exercise with the 
following steps:

i.	 Identify, compile, and assess existing 
laws and policy documents in the country 
that address climate change and health 
e.g. Health-National Adaptation Plans 
(H-NAPs), National Adaptation Plans 
(NAPs), Climate Change Acts and Policies.

ii.	 Create a list of regional (e.g. Pacific 
Island Forum Leaders’ Meeting, Pacific 
Health Ministers’ Meeting, Pacific Heads 
of Health, Pacific Ministers’ Meeting on 
Climate Change) and global commitments 
and declarations (World Health Assembly, 
UNFCCC Conference of the Parties - COPs) 
pertaining to Climate Change and Health 
(CCH) and engage with the PNHCC to 
provide stocktake on progress.

iii.	Develop action items and/or 
recommendations for PICTs based on the 
gaps and opportunities identified in the 
stocktake indicated in recommendations i & ii.

b.	 Establish a TWG of the PNHCC to update 
all stakeholders including Pacific Resilience 
Partnership on national and regional 
commitments to health and resilience under 
the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent 
and the 2050 Strategy Implementation Plan 
2023-2030. The TWG should provide a biennial 
report to the Pacific Heads of Health. 

c.	 Encourage regional leaders to join the Alliance 
for Transformative Action on Climate and 
Health (ATACH), with goals such as engaging 
in exchange programs within the region to 
share knowledge and best practices and 
supporting members to improve institutional 
arrangements for CCH.

d.	Advocate for opportunities to incorporate 
cultural practices and traditional knowledge 
into CCH adaptation initiatives.

e.	 Strengthen Pacific leadership in CCH through 
regional coordination and collaboration with 
related programmes to avoid duplication of 
efforts and silos. This could include working 
with sectors like fisheries, infrastructure, 
agriculture and One Health (human, 
environment and animal health).

f.	 Enhance partnership with regional agencies 
for shared regional goals and to leverage the 
wealth of knowledge in the region, including 
linking information and research with the 
Pacific diaspora.

g.	 Encourage countries to finalise their Health 
National Adaptation Plans (H-NAPs) ensuring:

i.	  Plans address specific critical health issues 
related to climate change such as access to 
safe drinking water and health research in 
climate change and vice versa.

ii.	 Incorporate CCH into other plans in the 
Ministry/Department of Health e.g. Public 
Health plan.

iii.	Facilitate long term commitments through 
costed H-NAPs and advocate for funding 
through National Finance Ministers and focal 
points for international funding mechanisms.

h.	Encourage health and other key sector 
leaders to support the establishment of a 
dedicated unit or focal point at the national 
level to focus on CCH efforts.
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2.	Enhanced Collaboration, Coordination and 
Networking: Strengthen cooperative efforts 
among PICTs to share resources, knowledge, and 
strategies for climate resilience. 

a.	 Regional Recommendation: Strengthen 
cooperative efforts among PICTs to share 
resources, knowledge, and strategies for 
climate resilience.

i.	 Develop a regional framework/roadmap 
for joint climate initiatives and regular 
knowledge exchange workshops led by 
the PNHCC.

b.	 National Recommendation: Strengthen 
country’s support for CCH

i.	 Include all relevant stakeholders’ 
government, community and NGOs in CCH 
discussions and planning.

ii.	 Provide recommendations through Pacific 
Heads of Health with other relevant 
ministries to improve coordination.

3.	 Capacity Building: Increase technical and 
managerial capacities within PICTs to effectively 
address climate change and health challenges.

Recommendation:
a.	 Support regional and national climate change 

adaptation and health projects.

b.	 Facilitate peer-to-peer learning by leveraging 
successful examples such as Palau’s 
integration of health into their Nationally 
Determined Contribution (NDC). For example, 
when PICTs hold national meetings, create 
opportunities for knowledge exchange by 
inviting observers and peer educators who can 
assist in conducting community vulnerability 
assessments related to climate change as 
practised by the Red Cross Peer Educators.

c.	 Engage in climate change conferences and 
forums to share information and advocate 
for support for CCH actions at regional and 
international levels and across various sectors. 

d.	  Provide technical support to guide countries 
and assist legislative reviews e.g. Public Health 
Act for the integration of strengthened climate 
change and health actions.

e.	 Facilitate training opportunities for health 
and climate professional on key topics, 
including data management and analysis 
skills to improve the quality and usability of 
collected health and climate data.

f.	 Prepare and share available online courses 
to assist CCH practitioners and include One 
Health intersection with other sectors and a 
list of basic introductory courses.

g.	 Organize writing workshops for publications, 
funding applications, revisions to public 
health acts and policy briefs to integrate the 
climate change aspect into health work and 
vice-versa.

4.	Monitoring, Research and Data Sharing: 
Improve climate and health data collection, 
monitoring, evaluation and sharing to inform 
policy decisions and track progress. This will 
provide an evidence base for interventions and 
project implementation.

Recommendation:
a.	Support and facilitate health and climate 

research and publication with the  
following steps:

i.	 Identify research priorities, including calls for 
interest e.g. synergies and solutions between 
NCDs and climate change framing around 
climate change, mitigation, adaptation and 
loss and damage. Including resilience of 
health care infrastructure to impacts of 
climate change.

ii.	  Include peer-reviewed articles, guidance 
documents, white papers, and case 
studies) both from and for the region.

iii.	Capture and document traditional 
knowledge focusing on current  
stories, as a way to interface with  
science understanding.

iv.	Support cross sectoral CCH initiatives and 
collaborate with universities to facilitate the 
publication of scientific papers in journals.

b.	Establish a centralized data repository and 
encourage PICTs and partners to contribute 
and access shared climate and health data 
ensuring that:

i.	 The database can include best practices, 
examples of CCH projects, structures to 
improve national coordination, language 
to demonstrate additionality for climate 
finance applications, and stories (videos/
reports) highlighting Pacific specific per-
spectives and work.
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ii.	 Create a page or section on the Pacific 
Data Hub under the Climate Change 
and Environmental Sustainability link 
to include CCH updates from the TWG. 
This section should provide access to 
knowledge products, guides, data sharing 
and insights of the network.

c.	 Develop (or adapt) Pacific Health-Climate 
indicators that align with country and 
regional indicators and/or frameworks as 
well as UNFCCC Global Goal on Adaptation.

d.	Expand collaboration with climate agencies 
and academics to improve weather 
forecasting and climate prediction models 
and facilitate use by the health sector. 
This includes distinguishing between two 
temporal perspectives: (1) seasonal forecasts 
(timeframe 2-6 months) that are increasingly 
precise, reliable and useful for guiding short-
term preparedness priorities and (2) longer-
term predictions (e.g. 20-40 years from now) 
that will inform political and development 
priorities.

e.	 Help address issues to improve standardizing 
data protocols to ensure consistency and 
comparability across different regions 
and sectors. This may include guidance on 
Data Sharing Platforms that facilitate the 
sharing of climate and health data among 
stakeholders, including governments, 
researchers, and NGOs.

5.	Climate Financing: Enhance access to financial 
resources for climate adaptation, loss and 
damage and mitigation projects that also 
address health issues.

Recommendation:
a.	 Conduct, and regularly update, a 

comprehensive mapping of existing climate 
financing mechanisms in the Pacific region 
that can address health, including potential 
opportunities not currently being leveraged 
for the Pacific region.

b.	  Identify critical gaps in climate financing for 
health and climate change nexus including, 
assessing in-country resources in terms 
of finance, human resource capacity, 
equipment and identify areas where donors 
can assist.

c.	 Advocate for increased funding from 
international donors (or build on existing such 
as PRF) to create a regional climate fund to 
support member countries› CCH projects and 
partnerships to continue the CCH Fellowship 
e.g. Uni of Melbourne/SPREP while considering 
new projects such as the UNFCCC Needs Based 
Financing initiative (in 2025).

6.	Public Awareness and Engagement:  
Raise awareness and engage local  
communities in climate change initiatives  
to foster grassroots support.

Recommendation:
a.	 Launch public education campaigns and 

involve community leaders in climate and 
health action planning to introduce climate 
change and health nexus into existing 
mechanisms and forums e.g., side events in 
youth forums.

b.	  Increase awareness, advocacy, and political 
commitment to climate action, including 
elevating health into climate change 
discussions from local to global scales.

7.	 Technical Working Group (TWG): To support the 
actions of the PNHCC, a Technical Working Group 
(TWG) will be established with Terms of Reference 
to be developed. Suggested functions include:

a.	 Refining and prioritizing recommendations 
and action items to be implemented in the 
months leading up to the PHMM in August 
2025 in Samoa and supporting the develop-
ment and tracking of performance indicators 
for climate change and health in the Pacific.
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Annex B:  
Participants List for the Workshop to Develop the  
Pacific Health and Climate Change Implementation Plan:  
Nadi - 3 to 5 September 2025 
Countries and partners Names of participants/partners 
Cook Is  
(HCC-TWG Co-Chair) 

Bob Williams – Secretary of Health

Kiribati Maritaake Ioane, Senior Health Inspector, Environmental Health

Fiji
Luke Vonotabua – Acting Chief Health Inspector

Vakaruru Cavuilati – Divisional Health Inspector Northern

PNG Josing Salimbi – Technical Adviser, SDCCH

Solomon Is  
(HCC-TWG Co-Chair) 

Ethel Mapolu – Director, Environmental Health

Tonga Sela Fau, Chief Environmental Health Officer

Tuvalu Natano Elisala - Deputy Secretary

Vanuatu
Shirley Tokon - Director General of Health, Ministry of Health

Ratu Bani, Acting Manager, Environmental Health

PIHOA Regional Health Information Systems & Health Security Coordinator – Gillian Dunn

The Pacific Community 
(HCC-TWG Secretariat 
co-lead)

Director Public Health Division SPC – Dr Berlin Kafoa

Epidemiologist – Dr Cyrille Goarant

One Health Adviser – Dr Eric Rafai

Senior Adviser Multilateral Agreements and international CC – Espen Ronneberg

Health and Climate Change Adviser – Kelera Oli

SPC Secretariat support – Tima Rokotavaga

MEL Adviser – Patrick Chinyamuchiko

Gender and Health Adviser – Emma Powan

Principal Policy Adviser – Dr Amerita Ravuvu

Climate Change and Agriculture Adviser– Lydia Nenai

Communications and Visibility Officer – Akosita Ratumaimuri

Loss and Damage Adviser – Pasha Carruthers

World Health Organization 
Division of Pacific 
Technical Support  
(HCC-TWG Secretariat  
co-lead)

Coordinator, Pacific Climate and Environment Unit – Robin Ward

Technical Officer, Climate Change and Health – Raja Ram Pote Shrestha

Environmental Health and Climate Change Technical Officer, DPS – Vimal Deo

Climate Change and Health Stocktake Consultant – Dr Daniel Gilfillan

WHO Secretariat support – Sainiana Tikomaimaleya

Australia Department 
of Health, Disability and 
Ageing (Observer)

Assistant Director, National Health, Sustainability and Climate Unit, Department of 
Health, Disability and Ageing, Australia - Tom Overton-Skinner

Senior Policy Officer, National Health, Sustainability and Climate Unit, Department of 
Health, Disability and Ageing, Australia - Brian Stokes
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