
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

• High level review meeting was held for 30 municipal areas which are 
contributing almost 80% of the country's Covid-19 cases, details here. 

• NCDC is now equipped with the COBAS 6800, a fully automated, high end 
machine for performing real time PCR testing COVID-19 for high- quality, high-
volume testing with a high throughput of test around 1200 samples in 24 
hours, details here. 

• “Compendium of Indian Technologies for Combating COVID-19 (Tracing, Testing 
and Treating)” prepared by National Research Development Corporation 
(NRDC) was launched, details here. 

• States to focus on Behaviour Change Communication (BCC) among the people 
to address the stigma associated with community discrimination and 
ostracization in the community due to COVID-19, more effectively, details here. 

• MoHFW has emphasized that along with the containment and management of 
COVID-19 cases, the issue of continuing all essential non-COVID health services 
need to be ensured, details here. 

 

INDIA SITUATION 
• As of 17 May 2020, 08:00 IST there were 53,946 Active Cases, 34,109 Recovered / Discharged/migrated and 

2872 Deaths in India, details here. 
• As of 14 May 2020, India has enhanced its testing capacity to conduct 1,00,000 tests per day, with more 

than 500 laboratories including 359 Government and 145 private in the country, details here. 
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SITUATION IN 

NUMBERS 
 

India 

90 927 Confirmed 

2872 Deaths 
 

South-East Asia 

127 995 Confirmed 

4201 Deaths 
 

Globally 

4 425 485 Confirmed 

302 059 Deaths 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1624497
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1623782
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1621458
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1621455
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1624497
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1623782


 

 
WHO GLOBAL UPDATE 

• WHO announced the launch of the WHO Academy and the WHO info mobile applications. The WHO 
Academy app is designed to support health workers during COVID-19 while the WHO Info app will provide 
the general public with real-time mobile access to the latest news and developments, details here. 

• WHO urged countries in the region to lift lockdown and travel restrictions in a graded manner and that local 

epidemiology should guide focused action in ‘new normal’ COVID-19 world, details here. 
• Early serological studies show that most of the population is still susceptible to COVID-19. Until there is a 

vaccine, the comprehensive package of measures is the most effective set of tools to control the virus.   

 

WHO COUNTRY UPDATE 

WHO Country Office for India (WCO) continues to work closely with MoHFW, on preparedness and 
response measures including surveillance, testing, case management, containment and research activities for 
COVID-19.  

• Coordination and partnership: WCO participated in meetings with MoHFW divisions (EMR, IH, JMG), 
institutes (NCDC, ICMR), Empowered Groups and state authorities in 33 affected states/UTs.  WCO is 
partnering with FICCI in preparing guide and SOPs for use in workplaces post lockdown. Response activities 
are closely monitored by CMs and senior officials.  

• Surveillance: WHO Field teams are supporting ILI and SARI surveillance districts as per the government 
guidelines. WHO and partners have also been requested by MoHFW to assess 1600 Dedicated COVID Health 
Centre (DCHC), the assessment has begun.  

• Hospital preparedness and IPC: WCO prepared a draft guidance for COVID-19 Screening in non-COVID-19 
hospitals. A Webinar on IPC was led by WCO for private sector, this was attended by over 1300 participants 
from all parts of the country   

• Testing: ICMR-NIV, Pune has developed and validated a completely indigenous IgG ELISA test for antibody 
detection for SARS-CoV-2. On external validation, the IgG test kit produced by ICMR-NIV, has sensitivity and 
specificity of 98.7% and 100% respectively, details here. 

• Sero-Survey: ICMR with MoHFW and WHO is conducting a community based sero-survey to estimate the 
prevalence of SARS-CoV-2 infection in Indian population - household level cross-sectional survey will cover 
24,000 adults distributed equally across four strata of districts categorized based on reported cases of 
COVID-19, details here. 

• Research: ICMR has fast-tracked the roll out of the global ‘Solidarity’ trial launched by WHO and accelerate 
clinical trial in finding an effective treatment for COVID-19, details here. 

• Key Publication: WHO supported MoHFW EMR division in development of the “Preparedness and response 
to COVID-19 in Urban Settlements” document which delineates focus area that need to be addressed by the 
Urban Local Bodies for preparedness in slums and other crowded areas, details here. 

 
ADVICE FOR THE PUBLIC 
In case of any queries on COVID-19, call +91-11-23978046 or 1075 (Toll-free). State Helpline here.        
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT WHO Country Office for India I Telephone number: 

+91-11- 66564800 I Email: wrindia@who.int    
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