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DROWNING IN

FRANCE

864 people fatally drowned 
in France in 2019

Mainland France is surrounded by long coastlines, major river systems such 
as the Seine and the Rhône as well as mountain ranges, including the 
Pyrenees and the Alps, characterise France’s territory. Floods, landslides 
and storms often occur in France. In summer times, heat waves, forest fires 
and drought are getting to occur more and more frequently. South-Eastern 
France also experiences earthquakes and volcano activities.

Area 549 087 sq km 
% land below 5 meters 1.5%
Coastline 7 330km

64.400 millions
population (2019)

GDP 40 964 USD per capita
High income (2022)

0.903
Human Development Index (2021)

27 511 Years of Life Lost

10% were 
under 25 years of age

69% 
Males 

31% 
Females

17.9% of drowning deaths are
causally associated with alcohol

16% decrease alcohol-related
deaths from 2000 to 2019
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FLOOD CYCLONETSUNAMI Low Risk

High Risk

Leading causes of death by age group 1-24 years, 2019

Sources: 1. UNDESA, Population Division (2022). World Population Prospects 2022, Online Edition 2. World Bank 3. INFORM Risk Index 2023 4. World Resources Institute 
5. WHO, Global Health Estimates 2019 6. Burden of Injuries Attributable to Alcohol Use in the European Region of the WHO, Report
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Adapted from: UNGIS, ESRI
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 


